
 

 

  



 

2 
 

Essential Guide to Studying in Germany For Free 
Copyright © 2016 - www.studying-in-germany.org 

 

Copyright © 2016 by Studying-in-Germany.org 

 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 

distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including 

photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, 

without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other 

noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. 

 

We have made all reasonable efforts to ensure that the contents are 

correct. However, we do not guarantee the completeness or accuracy of 

information and shall not be responsible for any errors, omissions or 

inaccuracies. Any or all of the content is only for informative purpose & 

is in no way legally binding. 

 

If you find any errors or inaccuracies, or you have any suggestions, 

please send us an email directly to support@studying-in-germany.org 

 

November 2016  

mailto:support@studying-in-germany.org


 

3 
 

Essential Guide to Studying in Germany For Free 
Copyright © 2016 - www.studying-in-germany.org 

Content 
 
About this guide .............................................................................................................................. 6 

STAGE I ...........................................................................................................................................7 

Planning and Preparing to apply for a study program in Germany! ...............................................7 

1. Things to know about studying abroad ................................................................................... 8 

1.1. The advantages of studying abroad ................................................................................... 8 

1.2. Disadvantages of studying abroad .................................................................................... 8 

2. Things to know about studying in Germany ........................................................................... 8 

2.1. Top 5 reasons why to study in Germany as a foreigner .................................................... 8 

Reason 1: Germany has free and internationally recognized programs and degrees ......... 8 

Reason 2:  German Universities stand among top 100 World’s Best Universities ............. 8 

Reason 3: Germany offers Attractive International Study Programs ................................. 9 

Reason 4: Appealing dual education system in Germany ................................................... 9 

Reason 5: Germany is a great place for career-building ...................................................... 9 

2.2. Diverse categories of HES, study levels and degrees available in Germany ...................10 

2.2.1. Three categories of HEIs available to internationals depending on student’s 
focus ....................................................................................................................................10 

2.2.2. Different study levels obtainable also for the international students ......................10 

2.2.1. Study degrees offered by German HEIs ....................................................................10 

2.3. Extensive variety of study programs available by German HEIs .................................... 11 

2.3.1. Online channels for searching study programs and universities in Germany .......... 11 

2.4. Available study languages in German HEIs .................................................................... 11 

2.5. Expected living expenses to be covered by an international student in Germany .......... 12 

2.6. Optional forms of covering living expenses in Germany as a foreign student ................ 12 

Common forms for international students to finance their living expenses in Germany .. 12 

2.7. Preconditions to become an eligible applicant for studying in Germany ....................... 13 

2.7.1. Higher Education Entrance Qualification to make you an eligible applicant ........... 13 

2.7.2. Free short preparatory courses to prepare you for application in a specific study 
program .............................................................................................................................. 14 

2.7.3. When and how do I need to prove my German language proficiency ...................... 14 

2.7.4. When and how do I need to prove my English Language proficiency ...................... 15 

2.8. General requirements for University admission in Germany ......................................... 16 

2.8. Visa application process and requirements ................................................................... 20 

2.8.1. Who needs visa to study in Germany ....................................................................... 20 

2.8.2. When to apply for a visa .......................................................................................... 20 

2.9. Key study dates of German HEIs ................................................................................... 20 

2.9.2. Being punctual for a successful university application ........................................... 20 

STAGE II ....................................................................................................................................... 22 

Applying for a study program! ...................................................................................................... 22 

1. Meet the preconditions qualifying you as an eligible applicant for HE studies in Germany .... 23 



 

4 
 

Essential Guide to Studying in Germany For Free 
Copyright © 2016 - www.studying-in-germany.org 

1.1. Earlier education recognition a passport for entering HESs in Germany ...................... 23 

1.1.1. Levels of earlier education recognition ............................................................... 23 

1.1.2. Online databases to search if your earlier education qualifies you to enter HE 
in Germany ........................................................................................................................ 23 

1.2. Proofing you have a German language proficiency ........................................................ 24 

1.2.3. When the applicant needs proofing the German language proficiency ................... 24 

1.2.4. Accepted proofs of German language proficiency .................................................... 24 

1.2.5. Substitute accepted proofs of German language proficiency ................................... 24 

2. Applying for a study program in a German HEI ................................................................... 25 

2.2. Channels for submitting the university application ....................................................... 25 

2.2.1. Understanding university application system in Germany ..................................... 25 

2.2.2. Applicant’s Eligible Channel of University Application .......................................... 26 

2.2.2. Applying for university admission using one of the three eligible channels ........... 26 

2.3. Getting the information on university application status .............................................. 29 

2.3.1. The deadline for receiving university’s final notification of the university 
application ......................................................................................................................... 32 

STAGE III...................................................................................................................................... 33 

Arriving in Germany ..................................................................................................................... 33 

1. Applying for a German visa ................................................................................................... 34 

1.2. Important things to know when applying for study German Visa ................................. 34 

1.3. German visa application for different study purposes ................................................... 34 

1.4. Visa types available for study purposes .......................................................................... 34 

1.5. Visa Application Process ................................................................................................. 34 

1.6. Documents required for study purpose visa application ................................................ 35 

2. Things to do before traveling to Germany ............................................................................ 36 

2.1. Book the traveling ticket ................................................................................................. 36 

2.2. Book the accommodation ............................................................................................... 36 

2.2.1. Booking a permanent accommodation .................................................................... 36 

2.2.2. Booking temporary accommodation ....................................................................... 37 

2.3. Get an ISIC student card ................................................................................................ 37 

2.4. Contact European Council for Student Affairs for foreign student's advices ................ 38 

2.5. Get Helpful mobile apps ................................................................................................. 38 

3. Prepare to go ......................................................................................................................... 38 

3.1. Meet a doctor .................................................................................................................. 38 

3.2. Start Packing Smart ........................................................................................................ 38 

3.3. Get information on ways to get a transportation from airport to your destination ....... 39 

3.4. Inform a bank in your country that you are leaving ....................................................... 39 

3.5. Tell friends you are moving to study .............................................................................. 39 

3.6. Make a Contact list of the most important people ......................................................... 39 

3.7. See what international students have to share about studying in Germany .................. 39 

4. Traveling and arriving ........................................................................................................... 40 



 

5 
 

Essential Guide to Studying in Germany For Free 
Copyright © 2016 - www.studying-in-germany.org 

4.1. Before Traveling .............................................................................................................. 40 

4.2. Arriving ........................................................................................................................... 40 

4.2.1. Getting a transportation from airport to your destination ...................................... 40 

4.2.2. Contacting your family ............................................................................................ 40 

4.2.3. Finding a permanent Accommodation .................................................................... 40 

5. Student life ............................................................................................................................. 41 

5.1. Get Enrolled in the University ......................................................................................... 41 

5.2. Get the Residence permit ............................................................................................... 42 

5.3. Open a Bank account in Germany .................................................................................. 42 

5.4. Take part in Integration courses offered for internationals in Germany ....................... 42 

5.5. Learn how to achieve best results on studies ................................................................. 43 

5.6. Take part on activities of University Career Center ....................................................... 43 

5.7. Get joined on Internship opportunities .......................................................................... 43 

5.8. Traveling as a foreigner by using wide-range transportation services of Germany ....... 44 

5.9. Getting a part-time job as a foreign student in Germany .......................................... 44 

5.10. Don’t forget to socialize ................................................................................................ 45 

5.11. Visit places to know more about culture, arts and customs of Germany ...................... 45 

5.12. Know how to be safe and where to ask for help ............................................................ 45 

5.13. Know how you can get a medical treatment in Germany ............................................. 46 

5.14. Get a phone SIM Card for easier communication......................................................... 46 

5.15. Driving in Germany as a foreigner ................................................................................ 46 

5.16. Using Internet and post services ................................................................................... 46 

5.18. Make friends and socialize ............................................................................................ 46 

6. Career in Germany ................................................................................................................ 47 

6.1. Working prospects in Germany after your graduation ................................................... 47 

6.1.1. Residence titles for long-term staying in Germany .................................................. 47 

6.1.2. As a graduate student you can apply for EU Blue Card if you: ................................ 47 

6.1.3. EU Blue card ............................................................................................................. 47 

Frequented Asked Questions (FAQs) ........................................................................................... 48 

 
  



 

6 
 

Essential Guide to Studying in Germany For Free 
Copyright © 2016 - www.studying-in-germany.org 

 

About this guide 
 
 
We have created this Study in Germany guide to help international students increase their 
chances of getting admitted at a Germany university, learn more about the requirements for 
international students, and best prepare themselves for studying and living in Germany. 
 
This guide covers all the stages you need to go through and the actions you need to take – 
from the early information gathering, preparatory stage to graduation and staying in 
Germany after your studies – so you can make your dream of studying and living in Germany 
a reality. 
 
Our guide will help you have the best experience studying and living in Germany as a foreign 
student, without the overwhelm and pain of figuring out everything on your own. 
 
In this guide you’ll find answers to: 
 

 What is the real cost of studying in Germany and do universities really offer 
free-tuition education for international students… 

 Do you have to speak German fluently (and start taking language courses in your 
home country) to study in Germany or can you study in English language as 
well… 

 What are the main requirements to study in Germany, how to increase your 
chances of admission at a German university, and where to look for scholarship 
opportunities… 

 What are the best cities in Germany to study and live in, that are not just interesting 
and fun, but also have a low cost of living and are great for international 
students… 

 What are the most in demand and urgently needed professionals in Germany, in 
case you’re thinking of staying in Germany after you graduate and landing a well-
paid job… 

 And a lot more inside…  
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STAGE I 

Planning and Preparing to apply for a study program in 
Germany! 
 
 
The planning and preparing to study in Germany stage is your initial step. You need to 
gather information and understand everything that it takes to study as a foreign student in 
Germany.  
 
What we have included in this section will help you understand how the higher education 
(HE) and living environment is in Germany and what would be the best for you in choosing 
one of the many available study programs in Germany.  
 
When it comes to studying and living in Germany, everything starts with the commitment 
and the decision to do it. Many students fail here and never get to experience how it is to live 
and study in another country as a foreign student. The key information, tools and 
instructions we have available in this guide will make your decision to apply a lot more 
easier. 
 
Questions that are going to be covered are such as the applicant’s eligibility pre-conditions, 
visa application, the university admission requirements, living costs in Germany and more.  
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1. Things to know about studying abroad 
  
Studying abroad is one of the most amazing life-changing experiences you can have in your 
life, memories to cherish for the rest of your life. The challenging fact of it is managing life 
events and finances on your own. Nevertheless, the long-term benefits of studying abroad 
make it all worth it. 
 
1.1. The advantages of studying abroad 
 
The following are considered the main advantages of studying abroad: 
 

 The academic knowledge boost, 

 The international recognition of study degrees, 

 The international career prospect, 

 Learning skills improvement, 

 The English and/or the German language improvement, 

 An enhancement of a cultural and social knowledge, 

 An increase of a diversity understanding  
 

Read for more: 
10 Benefits of studying abroad 
Should I study abroad? 
Studying abroad advantages and disadvantages 
 

1.2. Disadvantages of studying abroad 
 
There are also some considered adverse aspects of studying abroad as follows: 
 

 Distanciated from family and friends, 

 Self-management of living costs 
 

2. Things to know about studying in Germany 
 
Germany is among the top choices for international students pursuing higher education. 
Finding out why, there are some very appealing facts about Germany’s higher education 
system, which distinguishes the country from other countries. 
 
2.1. Top 5 reasons why to study in Germany as a foreigner 

 
Following are the reasons why Germany should be a top choice for pursuing your HES: 
 
Reason 1: Germany has free and internationally recognized programs and 
degrees  

 
Nearly all German public universities have free of charge and internationally recognized 
study programs and degrees, available to local and international students, which are 
supported by the Federal Government. 
 
Reason 2:  German Universities stand among top 100 World’s Best Universities 

 
Due to their academic, teaching and learning quality and contemporary environment, 
scientific paper citation numbers, good international reputation, great international students 
proportion and other quality standards, some German universities stand among top world 
universities. 

http://www.studying-in-germany.org/quotes-that-will-inspire-you-to-study-abroad/
http://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/for-qualified-professionals/discover-germany/introduction-to-germany/culture
http://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/for-qualified-professionals/discover-germany/introduction-to-germany/society
http://www.internationalstudent.com/study-abroad/guide/ten-benefits-to-studying-abroad/
http://www.5minuteenglish.com/study_abroad.htm
http://www.mydollarplan.com/studying-abroad-advantages-disadvantages/
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Two of the most renowned universities worldwide ranking authorities are: 

 

 The Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2015-2016 1 ranked 9 (nine) 
German universities among top 199 world’s best universities, 

 QS World Rankings 2015/2016 2 ranked 4 (four) German universities, among top 100 
world’s best universities.  

 
Reason 3: Germany 
offers attractive 
international study 
programs 
 

German universities offer a 
wide variety of around 
1700 international 
programs available for 
international students. 
 
Reason 4: Appealing 
dual education system 
in Germany 
 

“Dual education system” 
meaning that education 
programs in Germany 
harmonizes dual aspects of 
learning, such as theory 

and practice, something that greatly facilitates student’s understandings on labor market trends 
and needs, something that increases the student’s employability rate. 

 
Reason 5: Germany is a great place for career-building 
 
Prospects to enter the local labor market for a graduate in Germany are decidedly good. The 
dual education system, as aforementioned, does not only provide a degree to the students, 
but an immense career perspective, offering the opportunity for them to become active 
members of the German advanced economy.  
 
Read also:  
 

- 10 Reasons to Study in Germany 
- Studying in Germany - the right choice for you 
- Why Study in Germany 

- Germany – a great place for knowledge 
 
 
  

                                                      

 
1 The Times Higher Education World University Rankings is compiled by the famous British magazine The Higher 

Education (THE). It represents the top world authority for listing the best global universities showing international 

universities performance tables to judge world class universities across all of their core missions - teaching, research, 

knowledge transfer and international outlook. 
2 Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) is the first compiler of global and regional university rankings to receive the “IREG 

Approved” label for three of its research outputs. 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2016/world-ranking#!/page/0/length/25
http://www.iu.qs.com/2015-qs-world-university-rankings-map/
http://www.studying-in-germany.org/10-reasons-to-study-in-germany-infographic/
http://www.studying-in-germany.org/10-reasons-to-study-in-germany-infographic/
https://www.study-in.de/en/discover-germany/ten-reasons-for-germany_27121.php
https://www.study-in.de/en/discover-germany/ten-reasons-for-germany_27121.php
http://studygermany.mawista.com/why-study-germany/
http://studygermany.mawista.com/why-study-germany/
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/nach-deutschland/downloads/wd-naturw_en.pdf
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/nach-deutschland/downloads/wd-naturw_en.pdf
http://links.qs.mkt5935.com/ctt?kn=9&ms=NTk0MTk2NwS2&r=NTU2NzU5MzQ2NDkS1&b=0&j=MTYzNDM2MTIwS0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.qs.mkt5935.com/ctt?kn=9&ms=NTk0MTk2NwS2&r=NTU2NzU5MzQ2NDkS1&b=0&j=MTYzNDM2MTIwS0&mt=1&rt=0
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2.2. Diverse categories of HES, study levels and degrees available in 
Germany 
 
There is an immense range of opportunities for international students to study in Germany, 
such as different study levels, wide-range study programs and degrees; and different types of 
higher education institutions (HEIs) available to international students. 
 
2.2.1. Three categories of HEIs available to internationals depending on 
student’s focus  
 
Germany has a range of higher education offers available, depending on the student’s focus. 
Subject of study orientation, students can choose to study amongst these three HEIs: 
 

 Universities - typically scientific-research oriented, 
 

 Universities of Applied Sciences - mostly oriented toward professional practices, 
offering several internship opportunities during studies,  

 

 Colleges of art, film and music – dedicated to passionate individuals on creative and 
entertainment aspects.3 

 
 

2.2.2. Different study levels obtainable also for the international students 
 
Based on the highest degree of the student, Germany offers the three following study levels: 
 

 Undergraduate studies- for the first time students, 
 

 International exchange - students willing to complement their studies with a year or 
a semester of studies in an international institution abroad bachelor or master, 
 

 Graduate studies – for bachelor studies graduates,4 
 

 PhD studies – postgraduate studies, for students who have received their master 
degree. 

 
2.2.1. Study degrees offered by German HEIs 
 
There are three study degrees that German HEIs provides:  
 

 Bachelor Degree (BA, BSc, BSEng) - First academic degree 
6-8 semester program, 3 to 4 years, awarding 180 up to 240 ECTS Credits 
 

 Master Degree (MA, MSc, MEng) – Second academic degree 
2-4 semester program, 1 to 2 years, awarding 60 up to 120 ECTS Credits 5 

 

 PhD Degree – Third academic degree 
4-10 semester program, with a research work (dissertation) concluded with a 
doctorate6 

   

                                                      

 
3 DAAD. Destination Germany. October 2010. Pg. 12 
4 DAAD. Studying in Germany. March 2014. Pg. 12 
5 Ibid. Pg. 12-13. 
6 Ibid 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/ects/ects_en.htm
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2.3. Extensive variety of study programs available by German HEIs 
 
There are over 400 HEIs in Germany, offering an extensive variety of study programs, such 
as Economic Sciences, Law, Agricultural and Forest Sciences, Art, Music, Design, 
Engineering Sciences, Humanities and Social Sciences, Language and Cultural Studies, 
Mathematics, Natural Sciences, Medicine, Health Science and Education. Programs are 
available to local and international students alike. 
 
2.3.1. Online Channels 
for searching study 
programs and 
universities in Germany 
 
When looking for online 
channels of finding a 
preferred study program 
and/or preferred university 
there are several options, 
which can help you. 
 
If searching for a specific 
study program, the following 
online databases offer 
categorized information in 
this regard: 
 

 Online database for searching all available study programs in Germany  
Offering a comprehensive list of around 18.200 study programs available in 
Germany, 

 

 Online database for searching only International Study programs in Germany  
Offering a categorized list of around 1.680 international programs available in 
Germany. 

 
Use using the further down online resources might greatly assist you in finding the ideal 
university: 
 

 Top universities in Germany based on specific study fields – offering an extensive 
categorized list of universities in Germany, if searching for subject-specialized 
universities, e.g. best universities for Business or Technology, 

 

 Comprehensive list of universities in Germany – offering a wide comprehensive list of 
universities in Germany, if searching for all existing universities in different locations 
of Germany. 

 
More: Top universities in Germany by state 2014/2015 
 
2.4. Available study languages in German HEIs 
 
Depending on a study program you chose, there are three main study languages in Germany: 
 

 German only, 

 English only, 

 English and German 
 

https://www.daad.de/deutschland/studienangebote/studiengang/en/
http://www.studying-in-germany.org/international-programmes-germany/
http://www.studying-in-germany.org/category/top-universities-in-germany/
http://www.studying-in-germany.org/list-of-universities-in-germany/
http://www.topuniversities.com/where-to-study/europe/germany/top-universities-germany-state-201415
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2.5. Expected living expenses to be covered by an international student 
in Germany 
 
It is important to know that Germany has a high living standard and consequently high 
monthly living expenses. The fact is that foreign students, while studying in Germany need to 
cover these expenses on their own.  
The average estimated amount of expenses for an international student in Germany is 850 
Euros/month, while, and if choosing a cheaper accommodation this amount lowers down to 
600 Euros/month. 
The essential expenses of a student in Germany are considered the followings: 
 

Category of expense Amount 
Free Study fees None 
Biannual expenses  
Semester contribution (including semester fee) 250 Euros 
Monthly expenses  
Rent and utilities 298 Euros 
Food and drink 165 Euros 
Clothing 52 Euros 
Learning materials 30 Euros 
Car and public transportation 82 Euros 
Health insurance coverage 66 Euros 
Telephone, internet, TV 33 Euros 
Recreation, culture and sports 68 Euros 
Total 764 Euros 

   
The average rent pricing in Germany Amount 
University student hall room (dormitory) 240 Euros 
Shared apartment 280 Euros 
Lone apartment 357 Euros7 

 
Other articles: Costs of living as an international student in Germany, Costs of Living-
Studying in Germany – Land of Ideas.  Watch Videos: Student life: How much does it cost to 
study in Germany, Student life: How much does it costs to live in Germany 
  
2.6. Optional forms of covering living expenses in Germany as a 
foreign student 
 
There are different forms of covering living expenses while studying in Germany as a foreign 
student. The below information helps you understand the possible ways international 
students can finance their expenses.   
 
Common forms for international students to finance their living expenses in 
Germany  
 

 Parents, family or guarantors support - parents or other relatives might decide to 
financially support your living costs during studies by providing a monthly financial 
assistance, also a guarantor (German citizen) might be your eligible funding source, 

 

 Obtaining an International Scholarship– there are several scholarship opportunities 
available for supporting financially your costs while studying in Germany, offering full 
and partial financial support during studies in Germany. Deciding to apply for 
scholarship to study in Germany, the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) is the 
biggest scholarship database online to search for scholarships available for Germany, 

                                                      

 
7 DAAD. Studying in Germany. March 2014. Pg. 27 

https://www.mawista.com/blog/en/the-cost-of-living-as-an-international-student-in-germany/
https://www.study-in.de/en/plan-your-stay/money-and-costs/cost-of-living_28220.php
https://www.study-in.de/en/plan-your-stay/money-and-costs/cost-of-living_28220.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Qel81cSQkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Qel81cSQkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9h6W6jxq_0&list=PL685E29670F44DFAD&index=3
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/datenbank/en/21148-scholarship-database/?status=&origin=&subjectGrps=&daad=&q=&page=1&back=1
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while Study in Germany is similarly a resourceful online tool helping to get this type of 
information, 

 

 Working during studies - This is the most common funding option chosen by 
international students and if considering to use this option to fund your living costs, 
there are several facts and legal limitations you should recognize, as following: 
 
- International students are eligible to work in Germany while studying, 
- There is a law limitation in Germany as regards of allowed hours of work for 

students, something that differs also the international student’ country of origin, 
- Students are not allowed to work more than 120 full days or 240 half-days per year, 
- There is an exception if your job is as a student assistant, or research assistant at the 

university, where exceeding the limit of allowed hours of work it is not seen as a 
problematical issue, however the Alien Registration Office of the town where your 
university is located must be informed, 

- It is not preferable for students to start working in the first semester, as there is a 
certain time needed to get adapted to the study program and working might have a 
negative impact on your studies. 
 

More: Earning money during your studies  - information on ways to earn money during 
studies, Jobs information by the Federal Employment Agency – different job opportunities, 
Academics – offering jobs in research and academia, Target Jobs - valuable information and 
links to search for a job or internship in Germany  
 
2.7. Preconditions to become an eligible applicant for studying in 
Germany 
 
An important part of consideration, as you are thinking to study in Germany, is to be given to 
the fact that there are several preconditions to be fulfilled, in order to be considered as an 
eligible applicant for studies in any HEI in Germany. Typically, meeting these preconditions 

takes time and preparations, 
therefore they should have a 
full attention on this aspect 
when planning to apply for 
studies in Germany. 
 
 
2.7.1. Higher Education 
Entrance Qualification 
to make you an eligible 
applicant 
 
Higher Education Entrance 
Qualification is a very 
important document, 
usually required when 
applying in any German 
HEI. This document serves 
as a proof that your earlier 
education (in your home 

country or abroad) is recognized by the state of Germany and the chosen HEI, where 
applying. This document’s role is to qualify/disqualify you as an eligible candidate for 
entering HESs in Germany.  Refer to Stage 2, section 1.1 for additional information. 
 
More on academic recognition: Recognition in Germany – academic recognition 
 

http://www.studying-in-germany.org/category/scholarships/
https://www.study-in.de/en/plan-your-stay/job-and-career/part-time-job_26928.php
http://jobboerse.arbeitsagentur.de/
https://www.academics.com/
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/working-abroad/328151-working-in-germany
http://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/507.php
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2.7.2. Free short preparatory courses to prepare you for application in a specific 
study program 
 
Short preparatory courses are courses offered to international students of three categories: 
whose earlier education was recognized, was not recognized to enter HESs; individuals in 
need for a specific knowledge related to the study program.  
 
The following are the courses preparing the candidate to become an eligible HE applicant in 
Germany: 
 

  “Propaedeutic Courses” 
German universities usually offer free preparatory short courses known as “propaedeutic 
courses” to help potential applicants get the needed knowledge and preparation for the 
admission into specific HEI. These courses are offered typically for the candidates, whose 
earlier education is recognized in Germany.  
 

 Test for Academic Studies (TestAS)  
TestAS is a tool, which helps prospect applicants to study in German HEIs, perceive their 
ability to meet specific program criteria. A component of this course is also the 
assessment of German language for the specific program. Even that these courses are 
free of charge, if a candidate gets enrolled in these courses in Germany, a semester 
contribution, as a symbolic fee, must to be paid by the candidate.  

 Foundation course  “Studienkollegs” and “Feststellungsprüfung” for candidates with no 
recognized earlier education 

 
Foundation course is intended for students whose earlier qualification is not recognized 
for entering HE in Germany. The course intends to  prepare this group of international 
students to get ready for qualification assessment examination, where upon successfully 
passing the test, they qualify as legitimate students to enter HESs in Germany, 

 
Courses are offered on subject specific areas, usually lasting up to 2 semesters, typically 
offered for free by universities. Usually students undergo the examination after 1 year 
after the beginning of the course. 

 
Student willing to get enrolled in this course, must have at least German language 
proficiency B1 level – Common European Framework Reference for Languages. 
Studienkollegs in Germany offers a broad range information on these courses, step by 
step application procedure and a list of universities offering this course.   

 
2.7.3. When and how do I need to prove my German language proficiency 
 
The majority of German universities offer study programs in German language, therefore, 
German language proficiency is necessary if you chose to apply for your studies in such 
programs.  
 
However, this does not apply to several international programs, which have English only 
study programs. In addition, some universities do not require knowledge of German 
language for students deciding to have exchanging experiences for a semester or two, but yet 
the rule is not comprehensive. 
 
In addition, some universities offer a combination of programs of English and German 
languages and in such case English and German language proficiency is needed. 
 
Accepted proofs of German language proficiency are the followings: 

 

 German Language University Entrance Examination for International Applicants (DSH), 

http://www.testas.de/
http://www.studienkollegs.de/home.html
http://www.hrk.de/mitglieder/service/registrierung-von-dsh-pruefungsordnungen/
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 Test of German as a Foreign Language (TestDaF), 

 Goethe Institut German Language Diploma (GDS), 

 German Language Diploma of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and 
Cultural Affairs, Level II (DSD) 

 
For courses held in German, DSH 2 or TestDaF 4, at the time of course, begin at least Level 
A2  8 
 
There are free online courses and tools to assist in learning the German language, as the 
followings: 
 
Babel and Live mocha are very interesting free online courses, assisting you to learn German 
on your own. These free portals offer lessons, readings, writings, listening and they test your 
knowledge. However, they do not offer a recognized language certificate and yet the 
aforementioned forms are the only accepted proof of German proficiency level. 
 
Watch the video for more: Student life: How much German do I need in Germany? 
 
 
2.7.4. When and how do I need to prove my English Language proficiency 
 
If one chooses to apply 
for studying in English 
only programs in 
Germany, or English-
German combined study 
programs, proofing the 
English language 
proficiency is required 
when applying. 
 
As the candidate must 
prepare to undergo 
examinations for 
proofing the English 
Language proficiency, 
the followings are the 
recognized forms in this 
regard: 
 

 TOEFL Test Results 
 

Test of English as a Foreign Language and is the most common form of proving the English 
language proficiency. While TOEFL centers worldwide is where you can get the information 
online on each country’s TOEFL’s testing dates. Valuable information and materials can also 
be found on TOEFL test preparation. 

 
The level of required English proficiency can differ depending on university requirements, 
however Europe requires from students to have the following test results: 
 
The general recognized test results are: 

                                                      

 
8 DAAD FAQs direct. Available on: 

https://www.daad.de/entwicklung/studierende_und_alumni/bildung_postgradual/ast/19937.en.html 

[Accessed: 20 October 2015]. 

http://www.testdaf.de/
http://www.goethe.de/lrn/prj/pba/bes/nc2/enindex.htm
http://www.kmk.org/bildung-schule/auslandsschulwesen/deutsches-sprachdiplom.html
http://www.kmk.org/bildung-schule/auslandsschulwesen/deutsches-sprachdiplom.html
https://lp.babbel.com/d/QAE_index.html?action=redirect&button=&controller=welcome&l2=DEU&locale=en&utf8=%E2%9C%93
http://livemocha.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7WNJlwrZjY&list=PL685E29670F44DFAD&index=4
http://www.ets.org/toefl/ibt/register/centers_dates?WT.ac=toeflhome_centersdates_121127
http://www.ets.org/toefl/ibt/prepare/
https://www.daad.de/entwicklung/studierende_und_alumni/bildung_postgradual/ast/19937.en.html
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PbT (paper-based test): 550 Points  
CbT (computer-based test): 213 Points 
IbT (internet-based test): 79-80 Points9 
 

 IELTS Test Results 
 
The International English Language Testing system is the second most common form of 
proving the English Language proficiency. Same as TOEFL, IELTS test  is the online link 
where you can get all the information on testing dates and more about IELTS.   

 
While, if you chose to follow a course in your country, there are centers and/or institutions 
spread around the globe, which prepare individuals for the TOEFL Test, and IELTS, with an 
amount of tuition fee applicable (find out online for your nearby preparatory centers). 

 
The general recognized test results are: 

 
5.5 – 6.5 Score 
 

 While if you are willing to proof your English knowledge through other exams, the level 
of knowledge recognized by universities is B1/B2 (intermediate) according to the 
European Language Passport. 

 
More on: proof of English Language proficiency 
 
2.8. General requirements for University admission in Germany 
 
Germany has a diverse HE application system. There are three common channels or 
intermediating institutions, into one amongst which the applicant can be eligible to submit 
the university application. Consequently, there are three particular application procedures 
that somewhat differ from each other. Yet, the general application requirements are similar 
whatever the channel of application is. 
 
This generalized list of documents required to apply for university admission in Germany as 
a foreigner includes: 
 
 Completed application form (soft and hard copy) 
The application form is the key requirement of application, which needs an appropriate 
completion, giving the information, which corresponds to the candidate’s data on earlier 
education and training history of record jointly with other required information. All the 
information presented in the application form, must have a corresponding document, which 
ensures the faithfulness of data provided. 
 
The structure of the application form can vary, depending on the university or institution 
who receives your application. Typically, these forms are obtainable in electronic version, 
with a possibility to be filled electronically sometimes even online by the applicant. 
Application forms can be accessed in two main forms: downloaded online or receive it upon 
request via e-mail from the International Office of the university.  
 
 Proof of Certified Copies of Certificates 
Certificates showing applicant’s earlier education records will be accepted only as 
authenticated copies, not originals:  
 

                                                      

 
9 Ibid 

http://www.ielts.org/
https://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/documents/european-skills-passport/language-passport/templates-instructions
http://www.tum.de/en/studies/application-and-acceptance/german-language-skills/english-language-skills/
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The list of such certificates includes: 
- University entrance qualification/school leaving certificates, 
- Official academic records or transcript, 
- Certificate (document proofing the over average grade achieved), 
- Diploma (document proofing the academic title achieved, e.g. “Bachelor”, “Master”), 
- Diploma supplement, 
- Language certificates, 
- Certificate of applicant’s earlier educational background (educational, professional, 

extracurricular trainings, and so on) 
- Certificate of other volunteered activity, 

 
* Certificates ought to be translated by a registered translator and officially certified 
(notarized), in order to be acknowledged as eligible.  

 
* In order to be recognized as certified true copies or that copy corresponds to the 
original copies must have: 

 
- Confirmation that the copy is identical with the original  

(Beglaubigungsvermerk), 
- Signature of the certifier, 
- Official seal stamped on the copy 

 
Check for more:  clarification regarding university requirements, which qualifies the 
submitted documents as authenticated. 
 

 Getting Earlier Education’s Credits Recognized 
Universities also might ask the recognition of applicant’s earned credits gained from earlier 
education. The reason for this is that universities want to make sure there is no large 
disparity as regards of skills and knowledge that candidate gained in another institution, 
compared to the accepted knowledge and skills to enter HE in Germany.  
 

Check a sample of credit recognition requirement, to understand more on this issue. 
 

 Proofing German language proficiency  
Refer to Stage I, Section 2.7.3 for more. 

 

 Proofing English Language proficiency 
Refer to Stage I, Section 2.7.4 for more. 

 

 Proofing GREE /GMAT required level of test results 
Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) is a test preferred by most business 
programs, typically for applicants for Master studies. On the official website of the GMAT is 
where you can also access all the information needed on how to prepare for the test and 
needed materials and testing dates in different countries. Also, you get the opportunity to 
register and get a GMAT preparation software.  
 
Graduate Record Examination is an examination accepted by thousands of graduate and 
business schools worldwide. The GRE official website is where you can get all the 
information and preparation materials as well as testing dates and centers worldwide. 
 
Willing to take private preparatory courses for GMAT or GRE, they are typically offered by 
private centers world widely charging a specific fee. Search online for such centers located in 
your country and get the information you need in this regard. 

 

 Proof of Health Insurance Coverage 

http://www.tum.de/fileadmin/w00bfo/www/Studium/Dokumente/Immatrikulationsamt/Beglaubigung/Beglaubigungen_-_englisch18.03.2015.pdf
http://www.tum.de/en/studies/during-your-studies/recognition-of-credits/
http://www.mba.com/global
http://www.ets.org/gre
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Anyone about to study in Germany ought to have health insurance. Some foreign students 
can use their home health insurance, if Germany has social insurance agreements with that 
specific country, such as: European Union and European Economic Arena member 
countries.  
 
Two types of health insurances offered in Germany are: 

1. Public (statutory)  
2. Private 

 
 
If the student has statutory health insurance in home country, it needs to be registered in a 
statutory health insurer in Germany.  

 
On the other hand 
private health insurers 
of other countries are 
sometimes known also 
in Germany. In such 
case the student cannot 
switch to a statutory 
health insurer for the 
entire studies.  
 
Besides, private health 
insurances cover a more 
extensive service offer 
compare to statutory. 
The difference between 
private and public 
health insurers is that 
private ones cover wider 
and more 
comprehensive health treatments. In addition, there is a legal limitation when it comes to 
choosing which category of health insurances to use, as most of the students are obliged to 
get statutory health insurance or public health insurance.  
 
Health insurers in Germany 
 
Mawista is a popular health insurance issuer covering a wide range of student health 
insurances recognized by all universities in Germany. Mawista also offers travel health 
insurances using a very user-friendly platform for application. Click here to know more 
about Mawista. 
 
While, the following are the most known statutory health insurance issuers in Germany: 
AOK Baden Württemberg, Barmer GEK, DAK – Gesundheit, KKH – Kaufmännische 
Krankenkasse, TK – Techniker Krankenkasse and additional information as regards of offers 
and prices by these providers might be found here. 

 
More: Health insurance in Germany 
 

 Curriculum Vitae (CV) or Resume  
CV and resume are another amongst required documents to submit when applying. CV and 
Resume are summaries of your achieved academic record, extracurricular activities and work 
record. Both documents are the same when it comes to purpose and information they 
present and the only difference stands for the length of them. Resumes typically are shorter 
covering more generalized information, while CVs tend to be more detailed and well 

https://www.mawista.com/en/health-insurance-for-foreign-nationals-in-germany/health-insurance-for-foreign-guests/
https://www.mawista.com/en/health-insurance-for-foreign-nationals-in-germany/health-insurance-for-foreign-guests/
https://www.mawista.com/en/international-health-insurance-365days/
http://www.hiffs.de/
https://www.mawista.com/en/hiffs/
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explained. Depending on the HEI, they might ask the applicant to submit a CV or Resume. In 
addition, HEI must require from the applicant to submit a Europass, as the standardized 
European form.  

 
Get more information on writing a stunning CV and Resume in the followings: Europass, 
Example CVs, Covering Letters and Application Forms, Create a resume 
 

 Passport Photo 
HEIs might also require from the candidate to submit a passport photo, up to five. Scan a 
photo and upload in electronic version if required electronically. 

 

 Passport copies 
Same applies for passport copies, where you also can scan the passport and submit it 
electronically, while when sending the hard copy, read the requirements and send the exact 
number of required photocopies. 

 

 Motivation/Cover Letter 
Motivation letter/cover letter is the term used for the same document, just with different 
terminology. The motivation letter is a term used in the majority of worldwide countries and 
cover letter is used in USA.  
 
Get more on: Motivation letter template for University application, Motivation/cover letters 
samples 
 

 Recommendation/Reference Letter 
Recommendation letter is the letter typically written by a former professor assessing the 
applicant’s qualities, knowledge and skills which could make him/her a great candidate to 
become a student for a specific study program.   

  
Get more on: How to write a reference (recommendation) letter 

 

 Essay 
The essay is a written document totally from the personal perspective of the applicant, 
reflecting past 
experiences of 
achieving professional 
objectives, the reasons 
to consider the 
program as suitable to 
fulfill academic and 
professional goals. 
The essay must have 
these elements: the 
study field, the 
program and how they 
relate to the personal 
vision. The writing 
must be objective, 
genuine, based on 
truthful facts, clear 
and concise attracting 
the reader’s attention.  

 
Get more on: Essay writing help and guidance, Admission procedures to find out typical 
university requirements for international students 
 

https://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/europass-and-you/pupils-students
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/cv/cvexamples.htm
https://www.resumehelp.com/resume/resumewizard.aspx
http://motivationalletter.com/motivation-letter-template-for-university-application/
http://sites.znu.edu.ua/international-relations/ELECTRA/MotivationPDF.pdf
http://sites.znu.edu.ua/international-relations/ELECTRA/MotivationPDF.pdf
http://www.eurogates.nl/en-how-write-reference-recommendation-letter/
http://www.internationalstudent.com/essay_writing/
http://www.tum.de/en/studies/application-and-acceptance/admission-procedures/#c10988
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Detailed information on submitting the university application through each of the three 
channels is presented in Stage II, section 2. 
 
See also:  sample list of university admission requirements 
 
2.8. Visa application process and requirements 
 
A foreign applicant for studies in Germany must undergo a visa application process and be 
awarded with specific study German visa in order to be eligible to travel and stay in 
Germany.  
 
2.8.1. Who needs visa to study in Germany 
Being a non-German resident, you have to keep in mind that all international students must 
get the proper visa in order to stay for a certain period of studies in Germany, with an 
exclusion if you come from the European Union, the European Economic Area (EEA), 
Switzerland, Australia, Israel, Japan, Canada, New Zealand, South Korea and the United 
States of America. For this category of students will not be required visa, but an ID card or 
equivalent document to travel in Germany, and following they have to take residence permit. 
While students coming from Andorra, Brazil, El Salvador, Honduras, Monaco and San 
Marino also can travel without visa, but a residence permit will be issued to them to prove 
they do not intend to work during or after finishing studies in Germany. 
 
Detailed information on applying for a German visa for study purposes is presented in Stage 
II, section I. 
 
2.8.2. When to apply for a visa 
Since there is a set time frame for each action, being punctual in your arrangements is a key 
aspect to a successful application. The proper time to apply for a visa is immediately after 
submitting the application or after receiving the university admission letter.  
 
2.9. Key study dates of German HEIs  
 
Regardless of the fact that there might be some HEIs in Germany with a different study 
timeline most of them use the same study calendar for their academic activity. Knowing the 
study calendar assists the applicant to arrange preparations and application punctually. 
 
The following is the study calendar for the majority of HEIs in Germany, categorized by type 
of HEIs: 
 
The study calendar for Universities (Universitäten) 

 Summer semester time: April to September (lectures begin: 15 April) 

 Winter semester time: October to March (lectures begin: 15 October) 
 

For Universities of Applies Sciences (Fachhochschulen) 

 Summer semester: March to August (lectures begin: 15 March)  

 Winter semester: September to February (lectures begin: 15 September) 
 

Semester vacation/break (non-lecture period) 

 Summer: end of July to September 

 Winter: end of February to mid-April 
 

2.9.2. Being punctual for a successful university application 
An important consideration by the applicant should be given to the fact that there is a 
timeframe to be respected since the early preparations, university application and over. This 
due to the fact that there is a deadline for university application and a needed time to 
prepare for language and other foundation assessments which are needed to make a 

https://www.study-in.de/en/plan-your-studies/application_27435.php#sprungmarke_1001_14
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university applicant eligible, there is a time for visa appointments and getting a visa and 
other deadlines. 
 
In the preparation stage, the applicant should give a consideration respecting the following 
time frame: 
 
One Year and a half before: 
 

 Searching for available study programs amongst available options, 

 Considering and preparing to meet all the criteria to become eligible applicant for 
entering higher education studies in Germany (with a special focus on school leaving 
qualification and language proficiency proofs) 

 Starting preparatory courses, 

 Planning ways to finance your living costs in Germany,  
 

Nine months before: 

 Choosing a preferred study program and university to apply,  

 Identifying all university admission requirements, 

 Contacting the international office of selected HEI for additional information on 
application procedure and requirements 

 
Four to five months before: 

 Preparing documents needed for university application, 

 Applying (this also depends on the given deadline for application).  
 

  

https://www.daad.de/deutschland/in-deutschland/hochschule/en/9147-the-first-port-of-call/
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STAGE II 

Applying for a study program! 
 
You have already chosen the study program that you want, among all available options in 
Germany! Having chosen a funding option and considered all the other important 
components of studying in Germany, this section offers resources and information on how to 
successfully meet the preconditions and application requirements making the university 
application appealing and likely to guarantee the university admission. 
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1. Meet the preconditions qualifying you as an eligible 
applicant for HE studies in Germany 
 
Having chosen preferred study program and HEI in Germany, the next thing the candidate 
ought to put the needed consideration on meeting the preconditions for becoming an eligible 
HE applicant in Germany. If properly fulfilled, these preconditions can increase likelihood of 
admission in a dream HEI in Germany.  
 
Preconditions which make the applicant an eligible HE applicant are: 
 
1.1. The earlier education recognition a passport for entering HESs in 
Germany 
 
Almost each university application, requires from the applicant to submit a proof document 
on recognition of your earlier education, known as higher education entrance qualification in 
Germany. Recognized higher education entrance qualification is a document, which proofs 
that your earlier education can qualify you as an eligible applicant to pursue your HE in 
Germany, or to take short preparatory courses in specific study programs related to the 
university you have chosen. 
 
1.1.1. Levels of earlier education recognition 
 
Depending on which is the latest education of the foreign applicant in Germany, the 
following are the three earlier education levels, which can be recognized: 
 

 High School Leaving Diploma– for individuals concerned with undergraduate 
studies, 

 University Diploma– for individuals concerned with graduate studies, 

 Graduate Program Diploma– for individuals concerned with PhD studies 
 
1.1.2. Online databases to search if your earlier education qualifies you to enter 

HE in Germany 
 
When questioning how to understand if your earlier education qualifies you to enter HE in 
Germany there are two large online databases helping you with that: 
 

 The Anabin Database (available in German language only) offers specific information for 
each country as regards of recognition and evaluation of foreign educational 
qualifications, 

 The DAAD entrance qualification Database offers information on recognition of 
foreigners’ earlier education in selected countries. 

 
When the applicant searches if earlier education can qualify as an eligible applicant, the 
results might be that: 
- Earlier education is recognized to enter HE - A recognized higher education entrance 

qualification known as “Abitur” legitimizes the candidate to directly apply for admission 
in university.  

 
However, it is applicable for a prospect student to test the ability to meet the university 
demands, and the main recognized assessment tests in Germany for this purpose: Test 
for Academic Studies (TestAS) and Propaedeutic courses.  

 
To find a short preparatory course search on the DAAD online search database for 
International Studies.  

 

http://anabin.kmk.org/no_cache/filter/schulabschluesse-mit-hochschulzugang.html#land_gewaehlt
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/nach-deutschland/voraussetzungen/en/6017-university-admission-and-requirements/
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/studienangebote/international-programs/en/
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/studienangebote/international-programs/en/
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- Earlier education is recognized only for specific study fields - The subject-specific higher 
education entrance qualification “Fachabitur” permits studying only in particular 
subjects. These subjects are usually shown on the candidate’s school report card.  E.g. if 
earlier education qualifies the candidate entering studies of applied sciences, the next 
thing doing is contacting the students’ advising center of the chosen university of applied 
sciences to require information on entry options available for this specific category of 
applicants. More information in this regard is available here. 
 

- Earlier education is not recognized – Meaning that earlier education does not qualify the 
candidate to directly enter HESs in Germany.  
 
In such case, the candidate gets the opportunity to obtain an equivalent qualification, 
undergoing a course and its examination at universities in Germany known as 
Foundation course “Studienkollegs” and “Feststellungsprüfung”. Refer stage I, section 
X.X to for more information. 

 
1.2. Proofing you have a German language proficiency  
Proofing you have the proper German language skills is a key factor distinguishing as an 
applicant. 
 
1.2.3. When the applicant needs proofing the German language proficiency 
 
German language proficiency ought to be proven by the applicant if applying for: 

 German only programs 

 English - German combined programs  
 
1.2.4. Accepted proofs of German language proficiency 
 
In Germany, if one wants to study in aforementioned programs, proofing status of German 
language proficiency is considered will be accepted in the following forms: 
 

 German Language Test for the Admission of Foreign Study Applicants (DSH) assessment 
results 
This test is typically offered by universities in Germany. Knowing more about testing 
dates the candidate should contact chosen university’s international office, 

 

 German as a Foreign Language Test (TestDaF) assessment results 
This is a second most required form for proofing the German language proficiency. An 
applicant can undergo the examination in home country, even before moving to 
Germany.  

 
1.2.5. Substitute accepted proofs of German language proficiency 
 
Substitute accepted forms to proof the German language proficiency are: 

 Abitur of German language program, 

 The Goethe-Zertifikat C2: Major German Language Certificate, or 

 Former certificates of Goethe Institute 

 Minor or Major German Language Certificate 
 Central Advanced Language Test 
 German Language Diploma (Level 11), issued by the German Standing Conference of 

Ministers of Education and Culture 
  
More information: German language requirements for international students, An example of 
published test dates by a university  
 

http://www.hochschulkompass.de/en/degree-programmes/prerequisites-for-studying/entrance-qualifications/german-entrance-qualifications.html#c4703
http://www.testdaf.de/
http://www.inobis.de/language-requirements.html
http://www3.uni-bonn.de/studying/international-students/german/dsh-german-language-proficiency-test-for-the-admission-to-higher-education
http://www3.uni-bonn.de/studying/international-students/german/dsh-german-language-proficiency-test-for-the-admission-to-higher-education
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2. Applying for a study program in a German HEI 
 
Already fulfilled all preconditions to become an eligible applicant to enter HESs in Germany, 
the next is gathering documents and applying to get an admission into the chosen HEI. 
 
The application process is surely the key component of all. Only candidates who strictly 
follow application guidelines and requirements are the ones who succeed in being admitted. 
 

2.2. Channels for 
submitting the 
university application 
 
Applying for a university in 
Germany does not always 
have to be directly at the 
university, since there are 
two more intermediating 
institutions that can pre-
check your application. 

 
2.2.1. Understanding 
university application 
system in Germany 
 
Due to the fact that there are 
many more applicants than 

open places to study,  Germany has decided to put some restrictions as regards of university 
admissions, known as “Numerus Clausus” or NC. 
 
There are two different restrictions: 
 

 Central NC or “Zentraler NC” -  as for this category, restriction applies nationally, all 
over Germany,  

 Local NC -  restriction for this category applies solely for the specific universities 
 
Depending on restrictions applied for the chosen program and on the applicant’s country of 
origin, there are three eligible channels to submit the application: 
 

 Trust for Admission to Higher Education “Stiftung für Hochschulzulassung”, 

 Uni-Assist, 

 University directly 
 

 
 
Figure 1: Graphic portrayal of the three channels for submitting the university application in 

Germany 
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2.2.2. Applicant’s Eligible Channel of University Application 
 
Questioning on the eligible channel for submitting a university application, there are three 
categories of applicants: 
 
First CATEGORY OF APPLICANTS 

 

 If the applicant obtained the university entrance qualification in Germany or 
German school abroad,  

 The applicant comes from an EU member country, Liechtenstein, Iceland or 
Norway, 

 
They register at: The Trust for Admission to Higher Education (TAHE) 

 
Afterwards, they have the possibility to carry out one the following application: 

 

 Decentral application, using the application portal of respective chosen HEI, 

 Central application using the application portal of TAHE (a continuing application 
process that you’ve already started when registered on TAHE portal) 

 
 

Second CATEGORY OF APPLICANTS 
 

 If the applicant does not have a recognized university entrance qualification in 
Germany, 

 The applicant comes from other Non EU countries, 
 

They must check if the chosen university is a member of Uni-Assist  
 

 If YES: Application must be done through Uni-Assist 

 If NOT: Application must be made directly to the university 
 

 
Third CATEGORY OF APPLICANTS 

 

 If the applicant chooses a program with local NC or no NC at all 
 

They must check if the chosen university is a member of Uni-Assist  
 

 If Yes: Application must be done through Uni-Assist 

 If Not: Application must be made directly to the university 

 
* To remember: Having problems finding the eligible channel to submit your application you 
can contact the International office of your university to have more information. 

 
2.2.3. Applying for university admission using one of the three eligible channels 
 
As the applicant gets the information on the eligible channel for submitting the university 
application, a checklist of all application requirements needs to be done, in order to make 
sure that all the application dossier is completed properly, as requires. 
 

http://www.hochschulstart.de/
http://www.hochschulstart.de/index.php?id=3355&L=1
http://www.hochschulstart.de/index.php?id=3355&L=1
http://www.uni-assist.de/applying.html
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The application can be submitted only after the applicant can consider that all documents 
needed to apply are ready, respecting the eligibility and quality criteria required.    
 
Your application dossier as aforementioned is not a sole document, but rather a collection of 
documents, which need to be submitted in the right format and procedure, respecting the 
given deadline. 
 
The following will present a step-by-step guidance on how to submit your university 
application for the three particular channels of application. 
 

UNIVERSITY APPLICATION THROUGH UNI-ASSIST 
 

 
 
 
The Uni-Assist is the address where you submit your application if your university is a 
member of it. The web page is fully practical, offering detailed information and 
instruction on how to successfully submit your application. You get the opportunity to 
apply in several universities through uni-ASSIST online portal for the same semester. 
 
Visit List of Uni-Assist universities to find out if your choosing university is a member. 
 
Uni-ASSIST's online portal gives you the following options: 
 

1. You can take a look at the courses being offered by uni-ASSIST's universities and 
choose the one(s) you wish to apply for, 

2. You can fill in applications to uni-ASSIST's universities, read important messages 
from the universities regarding certain courses, edit and print your application 
forms and send your applications to uni-ASSIST in electronic form, 

3. You can upload documents and allocate them to individual applications, 
4. You can contact uni-ASSIST.  

 
Application through uni-ASSIST portal must be done in the following way: 
  
1. Reach Uni-Assist application portal 
2. Register (as the first time applicant) and confirm online your registration, 
3. Create an online application form in application portal with the account data 

required, 
4. Fill the data required in “basic questions” section, entering your personal data and 

details of education, 
5. Select preferred university and study program in the section “search study offers”, 
6. Upload relevant documents 

- Application form (printed and signed), 
- Sample work, 
- Curriculum vitae, 
- Letter of motivation, 
- Passport copy, 
- Language certificate/Proof of language/s proficiency, 
- Study certificate, 
- School certificate, 
- Work experience/Internship, 
- Other extracurricular activities or voluntary work, 
- Other proofing documents of experiences presented in CV, 

 
7. Submit the application 

http://www.uni-assist.de/applying.html
http://www.uni-assist.de/
https://www.uni-assist.de/online/


 

28 
 

Essential Guide to Studying in Germany For Free 
Copyright © 2016 - www.studying-in-germany.org 

Uni-ASSIST only receives your application after you have submitted all the 
compulsory fields within the application form and have received the applicant’s 
processing fee, 

 
For the application to be considered as completed, the applicant must also send the hard 
copy application to the address of Uni-Assist. 
 
Application through Uni-Assist FAQs can be found here. 
 
 
 

 
SUBMITTING THE UNIVERSITY APPLICATION THROUGH TAHE 

 
 
If the applicant is a foreigner equal to German citizens the university application must be 
done through an application portal of TAHE.  If not an equal to German citizens, then 
the applicant should contact the chosen university to be advised if it needs to register for 
the dialogue-oriented service procedure of the application portal of TAHE or directly at 
the university. 
 
The procedure for applying through TAHE is the following: 
 
1. Register at the application portal of TAHE giving personal data, 
2. Proof a recognized entrance to HE in Germany, 
3. Find courses where to apply (elective database within the TAHE applicant’s portal) 

There are three ways to find courses offered: 

 Without being logged in to the application portal of hochschulstart.de, click 
on the "Courses offered" link, 

 If you are logged into the hochschulstart.de application portal, click on 
"Home" and then on the "Courses offered" link under the section Courses 
offered, 

 If you are logged into the hochschulstart.de application portal, click on 
"Courses offered" in the main navigation. 

Searching based on optional categories  
You can use the following search functions: 

 "Higher education institution" 

 "Subject" 

 "Higher education institution" and "Subject" 

 "Show all" 
4. Sort and display results of university and program search 
If more than one result is displayed in the follow-on table, the applicant can sort the 
results alphabetically by "Subject", "Degree" and "Higher education institution" by 
clicking on the corresponding column heading. Click on the icon "Display" in the column 
"Action" of the results table to see the detailed view of the selected course offered. 

5. Submit the application 
As the applicant selected preferred study courses, depending on the HEI, the 
applicant carries out a decentral application (applying directly at the university – a 
link appears to orient the applicant at the university’s website), or a central 
application (applying through TAHE application portal – using the link of TAHE: 
"APPLY NOW ON HOCHSCHULSTART.DE") 

 

http://www.uni-assist.de/FAQ-en.html
http://www.hochschulstart.de/index.php?id=3490&L=1
https://dosv.hochschulstart.de/bewerber?en
http://www.hochschulstart.de/index.php?id=3355&L=1
http://www.hochschulstart.de/index.php?id=3355&L=1
http://www.hochschulstart.de/index.php?id=3355&L=1
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See FAQs regarding the application using the online application portal of TAHE. 
 
 

SUBMITTING UNIVERSITY APPLICATION DIRECTLY AT THE UNIVERSITY 

 
 

Applicants which apply directly at the university, they have to follow the below 
procedures for submitting their application: 
 

1. Find “The application form for Admission to German University for International 
Applicants with Foreign Academic Qualification” at the university webpage, 

2. Select the “desired degree” within the application form – a term used for a selected 
subject or combination of subjects, since sometimes there are cases that you can pick 
a major and minor subject for one study program/degree. 
E.g. Bachelor’s Degree in German Studies and Journalism – where you can select 
“German Studies” as your Major, and “Journalism” as your minor, 

3. Enter personal data 
The identical information as shows in applicant's passport, 

4. Postal address, 
5. Proof the educational background 

Curriculum vitae - Include certificates and supporting documents for all stages 
listed 
in your CV, 
School-leaving certificate, 
University entrance examination, 
Prior university study, advanced education, etc., 
Other activities up to the date of application 

6. Proof the language proficiency (English, German), 
7. List special reasons why applying for the specific program, 
8. Answer all other admission relevant questions (as they put forth by German State 

Study Allocation Regulation) 
9. Enter TestAS results and proof documentation 
10. Process the online application  
 
You need to Print and sign the application form, attaching certificates and other 
documents of an application and sent to the university in a HARD copy version too, so 
your application to be considered complete. Make sure to write your applicant’s 
registration number (applicant number of online application) in the cover page your hard 
copy application. 
 
Sending the hard copy of an application you can use the services of a regular post, or 
express postal services such as FedEx, DHL or other. 
 
See a sample of university application of foreign students with higher education entrance 
qualification 

 
More about the general list of required documents for the university application in Germany 
please refer to the Section I, section 2.8. 
 
2.3. Getting the information on university application status 
 
As a rule up to six and more weeks is needed for the applicant to get an answer on acceptance 
or rejection of university application. 

http://www.hochschulstart.de/index.php?id=4516&L=1
http://www.fedex.com/us/
http://www.dhl.com/en.html
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/stipendien/formulare/application_for_admission_to_german_university_-_onlineversion__dez_12_.pdf
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/stipendien/formulare/application_for_admission_to_german_university_-_onlineversion__dez_12_.pdf
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As there are 3 channels of submitting your application, we will explain how the application 
processing is done and how the applicant can be informed of its university application status 
for each particular channel of application. 
 

INFORMATION ON THE UNIVERSITY APPLICATION STATUS IF SUBMITTED 
THROUGH UNI-ASSIST 

 
 

If the applicant’s eligible channel for submitting the university application was Uni-
Assist, then there are 2 stages of application review of receiving the notification on 
application’s final status: 

1. Pre-check by Uni-Assist  
2. Final review by the University. 

 
The applicant gets information on the application status as: 
 

1. Uni-Assist notifies the applicant by email about the application’s pre-check 
results, 

2. Uni-ASSIST can also inform the applicant on missing documents, giving the 
opportunity to the applicant for including the missing documents in the 
application, 

3. Uni-Assist forwards the application’s electronic version of the university for the 
final review, upon successful passing the pre-check stage, 

4. Uni-ASSIST also informs the applicant on passing a pre-check stage, 
5. The university notifies the applicant about the final review result, sending a letter 

of acceptance, if the applicant fulfills; or letter of rejection if the applicant fails to 
fulfill university requirements. 

 
Note:  
*If the applicant receives notification of successfully passing the Uni-ASSIST review, the 
applicant must immediately send to the Uni-ASSIST also the hard copy of the application 
form and relevant application documents (as submitted in electronic application), 
 
*The applicant must also send a hard copy of the application to the university the same 
time sending to the Uni-ASSIST. If the applicant does not send the hard copy application 
to the university, the university will not considerate the application. 
 

INFORMATION ON UNIVERSITY APPLICATION STATUS IF SUBMITTED THROUGH 
TAHE 

 
Central application through TAHE is a more multifaceted process, in comparison to 
other two channels for application. 
 
For the applicant to check the status of the application done through TAHE, there are 
several features and stages included, as follows: 
 

Applications will be displayed as follows: 

 Applications submitted  (Number of applications) 
 Applications excluded  (Number of applications) 
 Applications in preparation (Number of applications) 
 Applications withdrawn (Number of applications) 
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Editing applications 
Using the icons in the "Action" column, you can display, edit and withdraw applications. 
Depending on the status, you can process applications: 
 

Status Processing options 

Applications 
overview 
Applications 
submitted 

Applications are participating in the service procedure, if 
they do not have the "inactive" status. 
You can display applications. 
You can edit applications. 
You can withdraw applications. 
You can view all the notifications issued by 
hochschulstart.de. 
You can set priorities for applications as desired. 
You can "Leave the service procedure", which will turn all 
submitted applications into “withdrawn”. 
As soon as admission offers become available, you can 
review these and either accept or decline them. 
You can "Notify of deferment due to a period of service", if 
you will take up your studies in a later semester due to a 
period of service. 
You can "Edit additional requirements" by adding or 
correcting application components. 
You can, depending on the stipulations of the HEI, create an 
application form for postal submission to the corresponding 
application. 

Applications 
overview 
Applications 
excluded 

These applications no longer participate in the allocation 
procedure, because they were excluded. 
You can display application details. 
You can open notifications as soon as they have been issued. 

Applications 
overview 
Applications in 
preparation 

These applications not yet participate in the e procedure. 
You can edit applications 
You can display applications. 
You can submit applications. 
You can delete applications. 

Applications 
overview 
Applications 
withdrawn 

As desired, these applications no longer participate in the 
procedure. 
You can display applications. 
You can reuse applications. 

 
Checking the last Application status 
 
As the application review proceeds, there are several options of applicant’s status 
information as following: In preparation, received, preliminary excluded, valid, 
admission offer exists, admission offer not currently possible, admitted, excluded, 
withdrawn, deferred, eliminated, rejected. 
 
See FAQs for more information on application status explanations. 

 
INFORMATION ON APPLICATION STATUS IF APPLIED DIRECTLY AT THE 

UNIVERSITY 
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When applying directly at the university here are the procedures for finding the status of 
your application: 
 
1. The university sends you a notification upon receiving your online application and 

another one upon receiving your hard copy application, 
2. University reviews your application and sends you a letter of notification of your 

admission or rejection, lately after four weeks after the deadline exceed, 
3. If after four weeks you don’t receive the notification, you can contact the 

International Office of the University. 
 

 
2.3.1. The deadline for receiving university’s final notification of the university 
application   
 
As e general rule there is a set deadline of universities for notifying applicants if they are 
awarded to study or not in the study program they have applied.  
The following is the set deadline for receiving final notification by universities: 
For winter semester 

 Acceptance letters are sent out in August / September. 
 Rejection letters are sent out in September / October. 
 
For summer semester 

 Acceptance letters are sent out in February / March. 
 Rejection letters are sent out in March / April. 
 
However, if you do not receive any notification within the deadline, contacting the 
university’s international office is suggested to get such information. 
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STAGE III 

Arriving in Germany 
 
After you have been admitted at a German university and you know you are going to live in 
Germany for a while, this section will help you with tips and information to get set for 
traveling, accommodating, studying and working in Germany. 
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1. Applying for a German visa 
 
Just applied for university admission or just got the admission notification letter; or need 
preparatory course! The next immediate step is setting an appointment at the German 
Embassy in your country, via online appointment system or whatever is the procedure to 
apply for a visa. This applies only for countries who need a visa to enter into Germany.  
 
Many candidates have missed their opportunity to study, despite being admitted to study at 
German HEI, only as they didn’t get the visa punctually. 
 
1.2. Important things to know when applying for study German Visa 
 
As a visa applicant to study in Germany, visa application must be done for the purpose of 
your travel, which is education. The following are advices, which help your visa application: 

 Make sure to apply punctually, immediately after applying for university; 

 Present the university admission proof,  

 Present a letter of German HEI indicating good chances of admission (in case you do 
not receive your final notification on your university application), 

 Apply for the accurate visa (student or applicant visa), 
 

1.3. German visa application for different study purposes 
 
Applicants applying for a German visa to get education in Germany must submit their intent 
application under the following reasons: 
 

 Studying – with a residence permit up to 9 months, 

 Enrollment in Preparatory Courses “Studienkolleg” – with a residence permit up to 3 
months, 

 Studying in a university or college – with a residence permit up to 2 years (plus 
having the possibility to extend it for an additional 2 years), 

 Enrollment in a language course – with a residence permit up to the course length 
 

1.4. Visa types available for study purposes 
 
Visa applicants must make sure applying for the correct visa, since there are two types of 
German study visas that German embassies issue. These differ based on which is the 
application stage of the visa applicant at the study institution in Germany. 
 

 Student’s visa – If the applicant already been awarded to study in Germany, proofing 
a notification letter of acceptance to the embassy;  with a validity up to 1 year, 
 

 Applicant’s visa – if the applicant has an indication having a good chance of 
admission in a German HEI; with a validity up to 3 months (having the possibility to 
extend it up to 6 months) 

 
1.5. Visa Application Process  
 

 It is possible to apply for a German student visa, if a visa applicant can provide to the 
German Embassy an official letter from respective HEI stating high admission 
likelihood; or, the applicant provides university notification of acceptance; or 
provides a registration document to enroll in preparatory courses,  or, language 
courses, 

 German Embassy gets the application and forwards it for an opinion to the 
Foreigner’s Authority of the town where the applicant’s university is located, 

 Visa will be issued only if this authority approves the application. 
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1.6. Documents required for study purpose visa application 
 
Applying for a German student visa, the applicant should submit at the German Embassy or 
Consulate the following documents: 
 
1. Proof of enrollment in German HEI 

- The university admission letter, 
 

Substitute documents for the university admission letter are considered: 
 
- An official university document confirming student’s pre-registration status of a 

study place, 
- An official university document confirming student’s applicant status, 
- An official university document confirming the candidate’s must for his/her personal 

presence in preparatory (pre-study) course, as there are good chances for the 
candidate to be admitted to study. Same applies also for language and short 
preparatory courses, 
 

2. University entrance qualification, 
 

3. Proof of German language or, proof of English language proficiency – depending on the 
chosen study program of the applicant, or,  proof of being registered to get language or 
short preparatory courses in Germany, 
 

4. Proof of health insurance coverage 
 

In order to apply for a student visa in Germany you need to prove you have a health 
insurance covered for at least three months of your stay in Germany, 
 
Mawista is among the biggest companies offering health insurances for international 
students. The registration and application process online is a very easy one. 

 
5. Proof of the ability to cover living expenses in Germany 

- Statements of incomes and assets of parents or German citizen guarantors, 
- Declaration of German citizen guarantor/sponsor “verpflichtungserklärung” to the 

foreigner’s authority, committing to cover living costs of the applicant, 
- A blocked account “sperrkonto” in Germany having the name of the applicant, 

showing a minimum money amount of 7908 euros, with the possibility to dispose a 
monthly amount of 659 euros 

- An annually renewable bank guarantee from a bank in Germany in the amount of 
7908 Euros, 

- Scholarship awarding certificate from a recognized granting organization  in 
Germany, 
 

Get more information on Procedures of opening a blocked bank account in Germany 
 
6. Proof of updated educational achievements (all translated and authenticated certificates) 
 
Typical questions for a student visa interview: 
 

 Why you chose Germany instead of your own country to do your studies? 
 Who will finance you during your studies? 
 Are you coming back once your studies are finished? 
 What is your motivation to study in Germany? 
 What was your last job (if any) and the salary? 

https://www.study-in.de/en/plan-your-studies/requirements/university-entrance-qualification_27788.php
http://germanystudy.net/deutsche-bank-new-blocked-account-opening-procedure-for-foreign-students-2014/
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 Which are your grades of your latest degree? 
 
Accurate time to apply for a visa 
 
Getting the response on a visa application goes up to 6 weeks, therefore, make sure to apply 
for visa right after you have submitted your application, since there is a possibility for voice 
response to delay and you might miss the chance to start your studies punctually. 
 
See also:  Who needs a Schengen visa, Worldwide German Embassies portal to find the 
webpage of your country embassy to check for more information, Visa regulation on the 
website of the Federal Foreign Office, Information on Statutory Framework applicable to 
Entry and Residence for Foreign Students, Academics and Scientists, Germany Visa 
 

2. Things to do before traveling to Germany 
 
Being awarded with a German 
student visa, the applicant can 
immediately do some 
arrangements online from 
home, such as: 
 
2.1. Book the traveling 
ticket 
Searching online to book the 
traveling ticket online, there 
are several different cheap 
ticket offers, which can help 
you in saving money for your 
living costs in Germany.  
 
We suggest searching for 
Tripadvisor suggestions for 
cheap flight tickets  as well as 
SmartFares suggestions. 
 
However, there are different 
other websites offering cheap 
tickets for traveling to 
Germany. 

 
2.2. Book the 
accommodation 
There are two main 
accommodation options for 
international students in 
Germany: university hall rooms and private accommodation. 
 
When booking the accommodation online, there are the following two options: 
 
2.2.1. Booking a permanent accommodation 
When booking the permanent accommodation, a foreign student can choose amongst the 
following options: 
 

 The university residence hall room (dormitories) 

http://www.schengenvisainfo.com/who-needs-schengen-visa/
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/Laenderinformationen/02-WebseitenAV/Uebersicht_node.html
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/EinreiseUndAufenthalt/Visabestimmungen_node.html
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/EinreiseUndAufenthalt/Visabestimmungen_node.html
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/stipendien/formulare/info_entry_and_residence.pdf
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/stipendien/formulare/info_entry_and_residence.pdf
http://www.germany-visa.org/student-visa/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Flights-g187275-Germany-Cheap_Discount_Airfares.html
http://www.smartfares.com/cheap-airline-tickets.html?cmp=g1ects1&ppcsrc=google&ppcstyp=s&ppckwd=cheap%20flights%20airline%20tickets&ppccrid=48744829100&ppcplcn=&SearchHeading=Cheap%20Tickets%20Guaranteed%20-%20Book%20Now!&gclid=CNnqht_dxMgCFYmRGwodxZAI8g


 

37 
 

Essential Guide to Studying in Germany For Free 
Copyright © 2016 - www.studying-in-germany.org 

There are several students’ residence hall rooms available in different locations in Germany. 
They are the cheapest accommodation option.  
 

Getting this type of accommodation sometimes is not easy, due to the large demand. We 
suggest applying early enough to get a university residence hall room through the student 
union. The student union websites have the information on the places available, registration 
dates and conditions.  
 
German student residences can also be found in the DAAD's Accommodation Finder. 
 

 Shared accommodation 
This is the second most popular accommodation option for foreign students, where several 
students share the same apartment: everyone has its own room, while the kitchen and 
bathroom are shared. Monthly expenses such as renting, electricity, and internet are shared 
too.  
 
To search for shared apartment online you can check: www.wg-gesucht.de, www.studenten-
wg.de, www.wgfinden.de and www.wg-cast.de. The student unions can help you with room 
exchanges. Also, youddition, you can contact the international office of the university to help 
you finding this type of accommodation online. 
 

 Lone apartment 
This is, the less common form of student accommodation in Germany as the student lives 
solely in the whole apartment and consequently pays rent and all monthly costs on its own.  
 
To search for lone apartment online check: www.immonet.de, www.immobilienscout24.de, 
www.immowelt.de   

 
2.2.2. Booking temporary accommodation 
If one is not interested to book permanent accommodation before arriving in Germany, 
booking a hostel or hotel nearby HEI campus until finding a permanent placement is the 
best option. 
 
Use these websites to search for a hostel or hotel: www.hostelworld.com, 
www.jugendherberge.de  

 
2.3. Get an ISIC student card  
 
The International Identity Card (ISIC) is a student card, which offers discounts for 
international students. The discounts cover traveling tickets, insurance and lifestyle in 133 
countries of the world. You can get an ISIC card if you are a “full time” university student, 
with no age limitation. “Full time” means 12 weeks or more of study workload during one 
academic year. The registration fee is 25 US Dollars. 
 
You can apply online for ISIC Card by executing the preset fee and submitting online the 
followings: 

 A digital photo  
 A scanned copy of your proof of full time student status  
 A scanned copy of your proof of identity  

 
Visit ISIC webpage to register and order the ISIC Card online. 
 
 

http://www.studentenwerke.de/de/content/finden-sie-hier-ihr-studentenwerk
http://www.studentenwerke.de/de/content/finden-sie-hier-ihr-studentenwerk
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/nach-deutschland/bewerbung/en/22222-wohnheimfinder/
http://www.wg-gesucht.de/en/
http://www.studenten-wg.de/
http://www.studenten-wg.de/
http://www.wgfinden.de/index
https://www.wg-cast.de/
http://www.studentenwerke.de/de/content/finden-sie-hier-ihr-studentenwerk
http://www.immonet.de/
http://www.immobilienscout24.de/
http://www.immowelt.de/
http://www.hostelworld.com/
http://www.jugendherberge.de/
https://www.isic.org/get-your-card/
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2.4. Contact European Council for Student Affairs for foreign student's 
advices 
 
European Council for Students Affairs is an address for supporting foreign students in 
Germany on finding solutions in several aspects such as the accommodation, cultural affairs 
and more, offering free counsels and guiding. Visiting their web page and writing an e-mail 
asking questions of your concern might benefit your student life upon the arrival in 
Germany. 
 
2.5. Get Helpful mobile apps 
 
Installing some helpful mobile applications to navigate your location and destinations in 
Germany is suggested to foreign students.  
 
Top suggestions in this regard are TOP 100 - Germany’s sights and Top 13 best navigations 
apps 
 

3. Prepare to go 
 
As you are ready to go, you need to arrange a list of things considered necessary your stay in 
Germany. 
 
3.1. Meet a doctor 
Visiting a doctor is highly recommended before moving to study abroad, since it makes sure 
you are in a good health shape. In addition, a doctor can tell you if you need to get any 
vaccine or any medication for that specific country. Sometimes you might need vitamins or 
other medications that can affect the results of your studies. Doctor can prescribe you proper 
medicines needed to take with you during your stay in Germany. 
 
Find out more about health issues before you travel to Germany on Health information for 
travelers to Germany  
 
3.2. Start Packing Smart 
Packing is one of the toughest, since you will be abroad for a longer period and there are so 
many things needed and so tiny place to put everything in.  
 

http://www.ecsta.org/en/about-us/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=travel.germany.mobile.android&hl=en
http://www.androidauthority.com/best-gps-app-and-navigation-app-for-android-357870/
http://www.androidauthority.com/best-gps-app-and-navigation-app-for-android-357870/
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/germany?s_cid=ncezid-dgmq-travel-single-001
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/germany?s_cid=ncezid-dgmq-travel-single-001
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Prioritization is needed and for that, we have a list of online articles, offering tips and advices 
to pack smart, which we suggest you to look at:  

 http://studyabroad.uark.edu/forms/Packing%20Information%20and%20Packin
g%20List.pdf 

 http://thestudyabroadblog.com/study-abroad-packing-list-2-2/, 

 https://www.ricksteves.com/travel-tips/packing-light/backpack-or-rolling-bag, 

 http://www.studyabroad360.com/learning-center/study-abroad-checklist 
 

3.3. Get information on ways to get a transportation from airport to 
your destination 
As you have to arrange your transportation from airport to the place you will be 
accommodated, there are several recommended trains which can help you get you at your 
destination. 

 Some stations can be reached by ICE (InterCity express) high-speed train, others 
by S-Bahn (local commuter train), 

 If willing to get a private cab (taxi) than typically you can get one as there are 
many parked taxies at the exit of the airport, but keep in mind that getting a taxi 
is very expensive. Here you might pre-order a taxi online to pick up you at the 
airport if you want to make sure you do not have to look for a free taxi. 

 
We also suggest you to get the app with information on German airports called 
Flightradar24.  
More information on airports here, and here 
 
3.4. Inform a bank in your country that you are leaving  
Visit your local bank where you have your bank account to inform you will be overseas 
temporary and they will guide you on the furthering procedures. 
 
3.5. Tell friends you are moving to study 
Friendship is always an important matter! Let your friends informed about your travelling so 
you can say goodbye, and let them know you will update them with interesting stories while 
you’re abroad. They need to know you want to keep your friendship alive while you are far 
away and that you wish to continue it on your return. 
 
3.6. Make a Contact list of the most important people 
The easiest and cheapest ways to contact with people you love, regardless telephone, are also 
popular mobile applications such: Skype, Viber, G-talk or Gmail, Facebook messenger, 
WhatsApp. 

 
3.7. See what international students have to share about studying in 
Germany 
 

There are so many international students who studied and studying in Germany and videos 
of some of them sharing their experiences might help you in getting the best of your studies 
and life in Germany 
 
 
Here are some of the chosen videos in this regard: Film: Germany - new horizons, student 
stories: ewurafua hagan-brown from ghana in düsseldorf, student stories: rania saleh from 
saudi arabia in göttingen, berlin with a student from the us | discover germany, student 
stories: sisira from sri lanka in kassel, student stories: vikas shabadi from india in darmstadt, 
See also: Different student stories. 

 

http://studyabroad.uark.edu/forms/Packing%20Information%20and%20Packing%20List.pdf
http://studyabroad.uark.edu/forms/Packing%20Information%20and%20Packing%20List.pdf
http://thestudyabroadblog.com/study-abroad-packing-list-2-2/
https://www.ricksteves.com/travel-tips/packing-light/backpack-or-rolling-bag
http://www.studyabroad360.com/learning-center/study-abroad-checklist
http://www.germanrailpasses.com/germany-train/trains-germany/ice-high-speed-train-and-ice-sprinter
http://www.germanrailpasses.com/germany-train/trains-germany/s-bahn
http://kiwitaxi.com/Germany?pap=555484a754f97&gclid=CMvYwd6bx8gCFUgTwwodU48LEA
http://www.flightradar24.com/apps
http://www.germanrailpasses.com/plan-your-trip/travel-resources/airport-connections-germany
http://airport.airlines-inform.com/Germany/
http://www.skype.com/en/
http://www.viber.com/en/
http://google-talk.en.softonic.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.facebook.orca&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.whatsapp&hl=en
https://youtu.be/Ip5yoK9XbuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuVPYZ9lcAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuVPYZ9lcAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9KiDLwZrog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9KiDLwZrog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpUu49FU9Lo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KU3cRBHeGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KU3cRBHeGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hv9kcCBAIm4
https://www.study-in.de/en/discover-germany/student-stories/
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4. Traveling and arriving 
 
4.1. Before Traveling 
Before going to the airport, make sure you have packed all the following items of the packing 
list:  
 
The list of documents you should take with you are: 

 Valid Passport (with visa, if applicable), 

 Airplane ticket, 

 Traveling health insurance, 

 University Admission Document, 

 Authentic Certificates of your earlier education activity, 

 Proof of sufficient financial coverage, 

 Emergency contact numbers, 

 Smart phone, 

 Cash or Credit/Debit card which can be used in Germany 
 

See how much Baggage and Handbag allowance is 
There is a limitation on the baggage allowance and handbag allowance, depending on the 
travel agency you chose for your travel.  
 
See a sample of how you can find online information on specific company baggage 
allowances here. 
 
4.2. Arriving  
 
4.2.1. Getting a transportation from airport to your destination 
Make sure you have with you the address of the place you booked for your staying in 
Germany. It can be a hostel, hotel or you the permanent residence. As well, do not forget to 
download the map of Germany in Google map apps, so you can access the map offline. 
While, airports typically have free access Wi-Fi, in case you need to get any sort of 
information from your 
laptop or smartphone. 
 
Depending on the chosen 
transportation, you might 
travel by train or private 
taxi from the airport to 
your destination. 
 
4.2.2. Contacting your 
family  
Contacting your family 
and informing them you 
arrived safe is another 
thing to do immediately 
after you arrive. As 
mentioned, you will have 
the possibility to use Wi-
Fi at the airport so you 
can either write them free message or call them free. 
 
4.2.3. Finding a permanent Accommodation 
If you have not booked online your permanent accommodation, then you have to consider it 
as soon as possible, since you need to settle down and concentrate on your studies. 

http://www.jetairways.com/EN/IN/TravelInformation/Baggage/baggage-allowances.aspx
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Refer to Stage III, section 2.2.1 for ways to find the permanent accommodation. 
 

5. Student life 
 
5.1. Get Enrolled in the University 
The process of entering university studies is known as enrollment or “matriculation” and as 
an admitted student you are allowed to register in courses and undergo examinations 
(assessment tests), and surely get a degree upon successful completion. This is another thing 
you should do right after you enter Germany. 
 
To enroll in studies, there are these procedures: 
 

 Visit the Office of Students Affairs "Studentensekretariat" and/or The Office of 
Students Affairs at the university, 

 The Office of Students Affairs and the International Office will require you to submit 
the exact documents for enrollment: 
- Passport or ID Card, 
- University Admission Letter, 
- University Entrance Qualification (or substitute documents), 
- Several passport photos (up to 10), 
- Health insurance coverage proof, 
- German Language proficiency proof (for German only program) 
- English Language proficiency proof (for English only), 
- Both languages proficiency proofs (if combined languages programs) 

 

 Once you have provided these documents, the Office of Students Affairs provides you the 
certificate of enrollment, which serves also as a temporary student ID (certificate of 
enrollment will be needed also when you apply for residence permit), 

 

 Afterwards you will receive an electronic payment slip10 with which you have to pay 
semester contribution fee shortly, 

 

 The student ID Card will be sent by post, right after the university receives semester 
contribution payment by the student, 

 

 As a student with ID Card, the university will provide you a university online account 
with a password, 

 

 University online account will give you the access on your university’s intranet services, 
such as the electronic course information, online registration for courses and exams and 
online course material of professors, 

 

 After, you should register to the department of the University of your Study Program 
Subject. You can register at the administrative office of the department and sometimes 
the department issues another different departmental ID, allowing you to access reserved 
resources only for the department, e.g. e-library of the department, 

 

 Re-registering – means that you have to enroll in the university for each semester, since 
enrollment is valid up to one semester, and willing to be enrolled in the next semester 
you should pay the next semester’s contribution fee. University provides deadlines on its 

                                                      

 
10 A pay slip is essentially a statement in writing from the employer to the employee that outlines the total pay before 

tax and all details of any deductions from pay. It can be provided to you either in electronic format or in hard copy 
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official website deadlines for paying semester contribution; anyways you might get 
information in the Office of Students, or Office of International Students. 

 
See: Help for students to get the addresses where to find support during your studies in 
Germany. 
Also videos: Student life: Who can help me at the university?, Student life: What, where and 
how at the university? 
 
5.2. Get the Residence permit 
 
When you arrive in Germany, you must immediately register your place of residence at the 
Residents Registration Office/citizens’ administration office (Einwohnermeldeamt) and 
present your visa to the German Aliens Department (Auslanderamt), where it will be 
converted to a residence permit for studying. 
 
Get more information on procedures of obtaining a residence permit. 
 
5.3. Open a Bank account in Germany 
 
You can open a bank account or blocked account in your home or when you get to Germany 
and there are similar procedures of application. 
To complete the account-opening process the following are the musts: 
 
If opening the account from home: 

 Provide home address and e-mail address, 

 Fill the application form and signed it in front of German Embassy official, 

 Provide in hand the application form to the German Embassy official jointly with the 
university admission letter, 

 Residence permit. 
 

While if you open the account directly, the same procedure applies, but you have to visit one 
of the branches of the bank to sign the application form and to submit the required 
documents. 
 
Here is an example of what the requirements of the bank are, and what the information 
required within the online application form is  
 
See also: How to open a bank account via internet  
 
5.4. Take part in Integration courses offered for internationals in 
Germany 
 
As an international in Germany EU or Non EU resident, you can get free courses, which 
consist of language and orientation for foreigners in Germany. Courses teach you on daily 
aspects of Germany, such as workplace, shopping, television and radio, writing emails and 
letters, job interviewing, administrative aspects, culture, country of Germany, politics, social 
aspects and more. Language course consists of 600 hours of instruction, while the 
orientation course consists of 60 hrs.  
 
There is a possibility for all foreigners to participate, but when getting residence permit, you 
can ask the Foreigners’ Registration Office to orient you about the course and eligibility. 11 
 

                                                      

 
11 Guide to living in Germany. pg.13, available also online on: http://www.make-it-in-germany.com/ 

https://www.daad.de/deutschland/in-deutschland/hochschule/en/9154-help-for-students/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wat1pQ5RQxc&list=PL685E29670F44DFAD&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1EfwK0Cnao&list=PL685E29670F44DFAD&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1EfwK0Cnao&list=PL685E29670F44DFAD&index=8
https://www.study-in.de/en/on-arrival/first-steps/registration-and-residence-permit_27238.php
https://www.deutsche-bank.de/pfb/data/docs/pk-kredit_finanzierung-db_international_opening_a_bank_account_for_foreign_students.pdf
https://www.deutscheskonto.org/en/open-bank-account-germany/
http://www.make-it-in-germany.com/
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5.5. Learn how to achieve best results on studies 
 
Try to do the best in your studies by improving and organizing the methods of listening and 
learning.  
 
The key components of 
studies are: 

- Attendance 
- Preparation and 

follow-ups, 
- Examinations, 
- Presentations, 
- Term papers, 
- Test, 
- Exam 

preparations 
 

There are these forms of 
studies: 

- Lectures 
- Seminars 
- Practical classes 
- Tutorials 
- E-learning 
- Practical 

laboratory 
classes 

 
Get tips and advices on effective ways of studying in the following links:  
The ten study habits of successful students 
10 habits of highly effective students 
Top 10 study tips 
Participating effectively in lectures 
Improve reading speed and comprehension 
Get your knowledge boosted by online educational sources 
Use e-Survey creator when preparing a research paper  
Student life: German for Beginners 
 
5.6. Take part in activities of the University Career Center  
 
Many German universities have career centers that will help you get started on your 
professional career. Visit the career center of the university and get advices and courses, 
which help you become prepared for the labor market. Additionally, career centers offer also 
information on internship opportunities, job opportunities. In addition, these centers 
organize career fairs where you have the opportunity to meet with employers and be 
interviewed directly for certain job positions. 
 
5.7. Get joined on Internship opportunities 

As a student in Germany, you get the opportunity to get an internship in a business or 
institution. There are different ways to get information about available internships: the 
internship office or career center of the university, the international office, international 
student organizations. 

http://www.how-to-study.com/study-skills-articles/study-habits-of-successful-students.asp
http://www.educationcorner.com/habits-of-successful-students.html
http://www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au/studying-training/studying-tips-resources/top-10-study-tips
file:///C:/Users/Fitore%20Bekteshi/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Participating%20effectively%20in%20lectures%20and%20tutorials
http://www.spreeder.com/index.php
http://top5onlinecolleges.org/college-student-resources/
http://top5onlinecolleges.org/college-student-resources/
https://www.esurveycreator.com/students
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gmhQHT6PHY
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The international student organizations help international students to find internships. Such 
organizations are: The international student union AISEC (for economics and business 
administration students), ELSA European Law Students, IAESTE International Association 
of Students for Technical Experience (for engineering, natural sciences, agriculture and 
forestry students). 

There are magazines that focus on career issues for university students and young 
professionals, such as Junge Karriere. Its website has information on internship and 
employment perspectives in different industries, tips and tricks for writing CVs, a job spider 
that searches through different job engines, and list of recruiters and information on career 
fairs -www.jungekarriere.com. 
 
See also: Completing an Internship to know more about the requirements for attending an 
internship program. Internship opportunities: http://germanystudy.net/tag/internship-2/ 
 
5.8. Traveling as a foreigner by using wide-range transportation 
services of Germany 

Despite the fact that some students might be accommodated in or nearby university campus 
and they will not need any sort of transportation, there are others who might live at a greater 
distance to the university and they surely will need transportation. 

In both cases, you will use also the transportation to travel around the country and visit 
places, since as a foreigner you get the curiosity to travel around and see places in Germany, 
something that is totally suggested. University ID card often serves as a traveling ticket for 
public transportation. 

Germany has a very developed transportation system and good networks such as buses, 
tramways, trains. 
 
Get more information on: Public transportation in Germany, Getting around Germany to 
learn about the popular forms of traveling in Germany, Travel tips – Transportation in 
Europe 
 
5.9. Getting a part-time job as a foreign student in Germany 
 
Once you have your residence permit, you can apply for a work permit at your local labor 
office (Arbeitsamt). 
 
Non-EU or non-EEA countries have work limitations, being eligible to work in 90 full or 180 
half days in a year. Non EU International students are forbidden to get self-employment or 
work freelance.  
 
When desiring to work 180hrs, half day, you should get the approval of the Employment 
Agency and the Aliens Department, which decide on the job market situation of the place 
where your university is located. If there is a high unemployment rate, there is a poor chance 
to get the allowance of working more than 90 days. 
 
For the students enrolled in a language course or preparatory course, regulations are harsher 
than for students enrolled in HEIs. In such cases, students are allowed to work only with the 
approval of the Aliens Department and the Employment Agency - and only during lecture-
free time. 
 
Searching for an available job: Here  
 

file:///C:/Users/Fitore%20Bekteshi/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Job%20Applications
http://www.elsa-germany.org/
http://www.iaeste.de/cms/
http://www.iaeste.de/cms/
http://www.karriere.de/
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/in-deutschland/arbeit/en/9149-completing-an-internship/
http://germanystudy.net/tag/internship-2/
http://www.german-way.com/travel-and-tourism/public-transport-in-germany/
https://www.study-in.de/en/on-arrival/tips-for-every-day/_27292.php
https://www.ricksteves.com/travel-tips/transportation
https://www.ricksteves.com/travel-tips/transportation
http://www.stepstone.de/5/index.cfm?event=resultList.dspResultList&searchTypeFrom=freeText&newSearch=1&latitude=0&longitude=0&widgetID=0&cityID=0&basicRadius=&selectString=&selectStringWhat=&keyword=&wherestring=&function=&ct=229&cid=SEAdvert_Google_SEARCH_DE_229_c_Student-Jobs-Germany_student%20jobs%20germany_WP_AdId24_-_FS&s_kwcid=AL!523!3!48433455471!b!!g!!student%20jobs%20germany&ef_id=VgzZagAAAQRvAQ4I:20151016104943:s
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More:  Work permit – When 
and how to apply for them!, 
Job Applications- How to 
apply for a job in Germany, 
Find out more by the video: 
Student life: How do I find a 
job? 
 
5.10. Don’t forget to 
socialize 

Get socialized more! This 
is a life chance opportunity! 
 

 Make friends of 
different nationalities, 
don’t stuck with 
students coming from 
the same country, 

 Communicate with locals, 

 Don’t overuse technology 

 Write down your interesting experiences, 

 Try local foods 
 

More: How to make new friends, Tips for Creative Communication, Watch the video: 
Student life: living, shopping and meeting people  
 
5.11. Visit places to know more about culture, arts and customs of 
Germany 

Visit the following online links to know more about culture, art and customs of 
Germany, in order to know what the possibilities are for you as a foreigner to visit on your 
free time from studies, during your stay in Germany. 
 
Find out more from the following links: 

- UNESCO Cultural Heritage 
- Museums 
- Music and Shows 
- Places, Parks and Gardens 
- Luxury 
- Traditions and Customs 
- Food and Drinks 
- Shopping Places 
- Arts and Crafts 
- Living Traditions 

 
5.12. Know how to be safe and where to ask for help 

Being abroad means you need also to prepare for unexpected occurrences since can 
be moments when you have to deal with safety issues, incidents or accidents. Knowing the 
safety instruments helps you reducing your chance of being a victim of any crime, sex assault 
or other type of crime.  
 

Germany is considered a very safe country; however, there is a possibility for every 
person to be a victim of hooliganism or other type of crimes. Reading the articles below can 
help you get some information on how to deal in case of emergency, urgent contacts and 
more. 
 

https://www.justlanded.com/english/Germany/Germany-Guide/Jobs/Work-permits
https://www.justlanded.com/english/Germany/Germany-Guide/Jobs/Job-applications
https://www.justlanded.com/english/Germany/Germany-Guide/Jobs/Job-applications
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ3CvLRAHTU&index=6&list=PL685E29670F44DFAD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ3CvLRAHTU&index=6&list=PL685E29670F44DFAD
http://au.reachout.com/how-to-make-friends
https://www.ricksteves.com/travel-tips/sightseeing/creative-communication
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCvOuJXVFSA&list=PL685E29670F44DFAD&index=9
http://www.germany.travel/en/towns-cities-culture/unesco-world-heritage/unesco-world-heritage.html
http://www.germany.travel/en/towns-cities-culture/museums/museums.html
http://www.germany.travel/en/towns-cities-culture/music-shows/music-shows.html
http://www.germany.travel/en/towns-cities-culture/palaces-parks-gardens/palaces-parks-gardens.html
http://www.germany.travel/en/towns-cities-culture/gemuetlichkeit/gemuetlichkeit.html
http://www.germany.travel/en/towns-cities-culture/traditions-and-customs/traditions-and-customs.html
http://www.germany.travel/en/towns-cities-culture/traditions-and-customs/food-and-drink/food-and-drink.html
http://www.germany.travel/en/towns-cities-culture/shopping/shopping.html
http://www.germany.travel/en/towns-cities-culture/traditions-and-customs/arts-and-crafts/arts-and-crafts.html
http://www.germany.travel/en/towns-cities-culture/traditions-and-customs/living-traditions/living-traditions.html
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Read articles: Help in case of emergency, Safety and crimes in Germany 
 
5.13. Know how you can get a medical treatment in Germany 

Health care system in Germany is of a great quality, having qualitative services and 
medical staff. If dealing with a health problem you can visit a doctor and get medication 
prescription. With that prescription, you can get medications in any pharmacy. 
 
Get more information on: Medical treatment in Germany 
 
5.14. Get a phone SIM Card for easier communication 

There are two forms of getting a phone SIM card in Germany: 
 

- Phone Contract, 
- Pre-paid card. 

 
If you use phone contract service be aware that typically there are cheaper offers for 

students. 
 
More on:  How to keep a lower phone bill in Germany 
 

5.15. Driving in 
Germany as a 
foreigner 

As of July 1 
2011, a foreigner in 
Germany is an eligible 
driver if possessing a 
foreign country driving 
license age of at least 
18 years.  

 
If willing to 

drive a rented car in 
Germany you should 
be at least 21 years old 
to get the car rented. 
Violation of law is 
considered a criminal 
offense that results on expensive costs and sometimes can cause the confiscation of the driving 
license and possibility to never again get a car insurance.  
 
See: Driving in the autobahn, driving in Germany- Rental Tips, Brian’s Guide to Getting around 
Germany 

 
5.16. Using Internet and postal services 

If you are accommodated in student halls and flat shares than you have internet 
access included in the renting price. While, if you stay at a private apartment, you can order 
your personal internet connection.  
Also, university, libraries, café bars that offer free internet access. 
 

While, if you will need to send letters and packages you can use the Deutsche Post or 
other posts. 
Get more information on: Surfing the web and sending letters 
 
5.18. Make friends and socialize  
 

https://www.study-in.de/en/on-arrival/tips-for-every-day/safety_27319.php
http://www.internations.org/germany-expats/guide/15988-safety-security/safety-and-crime-in-germany-16013
https://www.study-in.de/en/on-arrival/tips-for-every-day/doctors-and-pharmacies_27324.php
https://www.study-in.de/en/on-arrival/tips-for-every-day/telephone_27297.php
http://www.german-way.com/travel-and-tourism/driving-in-europe/driving/autobahn/driving-on-the-autobahn/
http://www.german-way.com/travel-and-tourism/driving-in-europe/driving/driving-in-germany-rental/
http://www.gettingaroundgermany.info/index.shtml
http://www.gettingaroundgermany.info/index.shtml
https://www.study-in.de/en/on-arrival/tips-for-every-day/_27308.php


 

47 
 

Essential Guide to Studying in Germany For Free 
Copyright © 2016 - www.studying-in-germany.org 

You can make friends in several ways: 
- Courses, 
- Parties, 
- Excursions, 
- Study groups, 
- Career Center activities, 
- Voluntary activities, 
- Student Union 

 

6. Career in Germany 
 

Foreign students may work in Germany for up to 1 (one) year after graduating. 
However, the job must be related to the field of study. 
 

As a graduate of a German university, your prospects on the German labor market 
are good. Demand for students of life sciences, engineering, mathematics, information 
technology and medicine is especially high. Alternatively, after graduating you can either 
take a doctorate in Germany, or set up your own business. You can find further information 
about career opportunities in Germany on the Make it in Germany Web site under “Studying 
in Germany – and after?” However, if you decide to return to your home country, you may 
under certain conditions be entitled to support: www.zav-reintegration.de/en 
 
6.1. Working prospects in Germany after your graduation 

Once you have completed your studies, you are cordially invited to put your specialist 
knowledge to good use in Germany. We explain about the applicable rights of residence here. 
 
6.1.1. Residence titles for long-term staying in Germany 
 
As an international, you get the right to stay in Germany in these four forms: 
 

- Residence permit (temporary residence title) 
- EU Blue Card (temporary residence title) 
- Settlement permit (permanent residence title) 
- EU permit for permanent residence (permanent residence title)12 

 
6.1.2. As a graduate student you can apply for EU Blue Card if you: 
 

- Have a degree from a recognized German university, 
- A firm job offer or employment contract 
- With a minimum gross annual income of 48.400 Euros or 37.752 Euros in shortage 

professions13 
 
6.1.3. EU Blue card  
 

- Is initially issued for 4 years (max), 
- It can be extended up to the employment contract, plus 3 months.14 

  

                                                      

 
12 Federal Ministry for Migration and Refugees. Studying and Working in Germany: A brochure on legal requirements 

for third-country nationals. 2013. Pg. 8 
13 Ibid. pg. 16 
14 Ibid 

http://www.zav-reintegration.de/en
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Frequented Asked Questions (FAQs)  
 
1. How does Studienkolleg assesses my knowledge and what is the language of 

the course? 
Is a short preparatory course known as foundation course or “Studienkolleg” dedicated to 

international students willing to do their HE in Germany, whose earlier education does not 
qualify them to enter HESs. These courses are offered free by universities and universities of 
applied sciences and their programs are focused on specific areas of studies.  Students have 
to pay a semester contribution fee of the university to get enrolled in these courses. 
 

The examination (test or evaluation) assesses the applicants’ knowledge in specific fields, 
crucial for a study program that the applicant has chosen to pursue education in. One 
component of the course and the examination is also the assessment of German language 
proficiency related to the program terminology.  However, even to enter the course, 
candidates must have at least level B1 – Common European Framework of Reference 
Languages of German language proficiency. The course length is up to two semesters, 
around a one calendar year and after the examination, students who show above average 
results get the qualification even after one semester.  
 
2. Why do I need TestAS 

TestAS is a very helpful tool, as it assesses your ability to cope with the university 
program demands. Moreover, taking the test you have a bigger probability to get admitted 
into the university.   
Some universities require TestAS as a mandatory precondition for a student to become a 
legitimate applicant for admission. The best way to find out if your university requires this 
test is by contacting directly with the International Office. 
 
3. Where can I find more scholarship opportunities online? 
There is a wide list of online links where you can access information on scholarship 
opportunities for students, as follow: 
http://www.akademie-solitude.de/de/410_fellowship_cond.php 
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/web/start.html 
http://www.toepfer-fvs.de/ 
http://www.berliner-kuenstlerprogramm.de/de/stipendien.html 
http://www.fdiba.tu-sofia.bg/ 
http://www.pristina.diplo.de/Vertretung/pristina/sq/06/02-Bildung-
neu/04__Stipendien/www.ees-online.org 
http://www.basileus.ugent.be/index.asp 
http://www.entdecke-deutschland.diplo.de/bildung 
http://www.fes.de/de/ 
https://www.freiheit.org/ 
http://www.ghst.de/ 
https://www.goethe.de/de/index.html 
http://www.hss.de/ 
https://www.boell.de/de/stipendien 
http://www.ir-online.org/ 
http://www.uni-giessen.de/cms/fbz/zentren/ggk/gcsc/admission/fellowships/doctoral-
fellowships/apply-for-a-phd-fellowship-at-the-gcsc/view?set_language=en 
http://www.kaad.de/ 
http://www.kas.de/ 
http://www.ifa.de/kunst/kunstfoerderung/rave-stipendien.html 
http://www.bosch-stiftung.de/content/language1/html/index.asp 
http://www.sdw.org/home 
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/start.html 
http://www.pristina.diplo.de/contentblob/1782802/Daten/132529/Download_Kunststipen
dien.pdf 

http://www.akademie-solitude.de/de/410_fellowship_cond.php
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/web/start.html
http://www.toepfer-fvs.de/
http://www.berliner-kuenstlerprogramm.de/de/stipendien.html
http://www.fdiba.tu-sofia.bg/
http://www.pristina.diplo.de/Vertretung/pristina/sq/06/02-Bildung-neu/04__Stipendien/www.ees-online.org
http://www.pristina.diplo.de/Vertretung/pristina/sq/06/02-Bildung-neu/04__Stipendien/www.ees-online.org
http://www.basileus.ugent.be/index.asp
http://www.entdecke-deutschland.diplo.de/bildung
http://www.fes.de/de/
https://www.freiheit.org/
http://www.ghst.de/
https://www.goethe.de/de/index.html
http://www.hss.de/
https://www.boell.de/de/stipendien
http://www.ir-online.org/
http://www.uni-giessen.de/cms/fbz/zentren/ggk/gcsc/admission/fellowships/doctoral-fellowships/apply-for-a-phd-fellowship-at-the-gcsc/view?set_language=en
http://www.uni-giessen.de/cms/fbz/zentren/ggk/gcsc/admission/fellowships/doctoral-fellowships/apply-for-a-phd-fellowship-at-the-gcsc/view?set_language=en
http://www.kaad.de/
http://www.kas.de/
http://www.ifa.de/kunst/kunstfoerderung/rave-stipendien.html
http://www.bosch-stiftung.de/content/language1/html/index.asp
http://www.sdw.org/home
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/start.html
http://www.pristina.diplo.de/contentblob/1782802/Daten/132529/Download_Kunststipendien.pdf
http://www.pristina.diplo.de/contentblob/1782802/Daten/132529/Download_Kunststipendien.pdf
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http://www.theodor-heuss-kolleg.de/ 
http://dl.uctm.edu/bg/ 
https://www.zeit-stiftung.de/ 
 
4. Which is the most suitable scholarship for me and how can I apply? 

Depending which is your chosen program, you will have different channels to apply for a 
scholarship. For the majority of programs, candidates have to apply for funding through 
DAAD online scholarship portal. To understand which the right procedure of the application 
is, you refer the specific scholarship in DAAD’s scholarship database and identify which are 
the required application procedures. 
 

If you are applying for Research Grants and Study Scholarships, the procedure for 
application is downloading the application in PDF, print it and complete it and mail it along 
with your application documents. The online application form can be found here. 
If you are applying a DAAD Study Scholarship here is the Profile of the desired Degree 
Program (Word) 
 

While if you look for reports on scholarship applications submitted by foreign students, 
graduates, doctoral students and postdocs click here. 
 
5. Are there scholarship opportunities for all study disciplines? 

There is a wide range of scholarship offers, mainly covered by the DAAD scholarship 
database. However, an exclusion applies to medicine, but not exclusively.  
 
6. Does the scholarship application include proofing language proficiency? 
Language requirements when applying for scholarship differ depending on the study 
program you applied for. Arts, social sciences and law for example, they require a good level 
of German language proficiency. While for natural sciences and engineering if the study 
program is in English than there is a need for a good English understanding. 
 
7. Are university libraries equipped with computer with free access in e-

libraries and other e-materials of learning? 
The majority of universities in Germany have well-equipped libraries, possessing 

facilities, and materials needed for students. They also have access to international e-
libraries, where students can download their needed materials for learning and/or research 
purposes. 
 
8. Which is the authority that recognizes foreign earned degrees? 
 The main responsibility for the assessment of foreign earned degrees and credits is 
university. However university might get recommendations in this regard by the Central 
Office for Foreign Education (ZAB) of the Conference of German Ministers of Education and 
Cultural Affairs (KMK), which have the information on specific countries of applicants. 
 
The other authority which can be eligible to recognize foreign credits and degrees is also the 
Federal State of Germany, based on “The Assessment and Recognition of Foreign 
Professional Qualifications Act of 2012” 
 
9. Can an international student work voluntary job, as a freelancer or get self-

employed? 
There is a legitimized limitation of work for international students willing to work and get 
paid, which applies also for voluntary (unpaid) jobs. 
 
While, students cannot work as a freelancer or get self-employed during studies.  
 
10. Is there a possibility for my husband/wife to accompany me during studies 

and work in Germany? 

http://www.theodor-heuss-kolleg.de/
http://dl.uctm.edu/bg/
https://www.zeit-stiftung.de/
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/datenbank/de/21148-scholarship-database/
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/datenbank/de/21148-scholarship-database/
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/stipendien/formulare/forschungsstipendium_en.pdf
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/stipendien/formulare/a207_profil_studiengang_engl.doc
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/stipendien/formulare/a207_profil_studiengang_engl.doc
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/stipendien/formulare/recommendation.pdf
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A husband/wife can accompany a student, while if intending to work in Germany, he/she 
must disclose intension to work in Germany when applying for a visa. 
 
11. If I have been awarded a full scholarship is it needed other financial proof 

for visa application? 
Providing the document which confirms you are awarded with a full scholarship to study in 
Germany is a sufficient document to proof your ability for financial coverage during your 
studies. 
 
12. If I have been admitted to study in a program fully in English, should I proof 

my German language proficiency also? 
If the program is not combined with German language, then German language proficiency 
proof it is not needed to apply for a visa. 
 
13. What is the difference between public and private universities? 
Public universities are state funded universities, meaning these universities do not charge 
any study fee. While, private universities which also offer recognized degrees and typically 
they tend to charge study fee.  However, the quality of studies both in public and private is 
high. 
 
14. What is a state examination? 
State examination is an examination regulated by the Federal State of Germany, is 
administered by state invigilators, not by the university. This examination does not offer 
academic degree, but rather represents a state qualification. This is an obliged double 
examination of those who have finished their master degree and are interested to work as 
medical doctors, lawyers, pharmacists, or teachers. Afterwards, they have to undertake a 
professional practical training to prepare themselves for the second state examination or to 
enter PhD studies. However, passing this test does not guarantee a job position for the 
candidate. 
 
15.  What is a double degree program? 
A double degree is an international program, offered by universities in cooperation with 
other universities abroad. This degrees is enabled through inter or multi agreements 
between universities, where students, which take part in these programs can study in a 
partner university for a semester or two. The aim of these programs is to exchange 
knowledge and culture between different universities. By the end of semester/s participating 
students gain a double degree, one for each university. 
 
16. Where can I get direct reliable advice on studying in Germany? 
Many countries has DAADs branch and information offices where you can address your 
questions. Find the DAAD office in your country here or directly contact the head office of 
DAAD in Berlin. You also can get advice from Goethe Institut or Goethe Zentrum, German 
embassy or consulate in your country, International Office of the chosen university, or post a 
question in the Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/Study.in.Germany 
 
17. When I can proof I am able to finance my living costs in Germany? 
For proof you are capable to finance your living costs in Germany while you study, there is a 
proof document “finanzierungsnachwels” you need to provide it. In case you need a visa, you 
will submit it amongst other visa application documents, while if you do not need a visa you 
will need to submit it when applying for a residence permit.  
 
15. What is considered an eligible proof of capability to cover living costs? 
The amount of money to prove you are able to cover your living costs is 8.000 euros/year. 
Eligible proofs are considered the followings: 

- Your parents documenting their incomes and financial resources, 
- A German resident documenting at the Aliens’ Registration Office, 

https://www.daad.de/deutschland/nach-deutschland/hilfe/en/12065-help-and-advice/
https://www.goethe.de/en/
http://www.goethe-zentrum.org/contact
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/in-deutschland/hochschule/en/9147-the-first-port-of-call/
https://www.facebook.com/Study.in.Germany
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- A security blocked account in Germany in your name, holding 8.000 Euros 
deposited, 

- A bank guarantee, 
- Scholarship of a recognized funding organization. 

 
16. Despite scholarships, which are other optional funding opportunities? 
There are opportunities dedicated only to the European students from 28 EU countries, 
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Turkey and Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. Such 
is Erasmus + (2014-2020) offering several funding opportunities for Bachelor, Master and 
PhD studies, Graduates Internships and debt-financed master’s mobility programs. The 
exchange is done through university partnership agreements, meaning that if you will to 
study in Germany through Erasmus grants, your university must have an agreement with the 
university in Germany first. You can take information about Erasmus + at your home 
university international office of international relations office. While knowing more about 
Erasmus + see the official website of Erasmus + here. More about funding opportunities, 
here. 
 

18. Expectant of university application final notification, should I ask the 
university to send me a proofing document in my application, needed to 
apply for my visa? 

As a general rule, you can require such documents from the university if your likelihood to 
get admitted is good. 
 
19. If awarded to study in Germany, should I ask for any proof of admission to 

get a visa? 
If you have been selected as a winning applicant for the chosen studies, the university 
notification letter can serve as a proof of university admission to be used for visa application. 
 
20. What are the university application fees? 
When applying through Uni-ASSIT the handling fees for the evaluation of international 
certificates and the preliminary examination of the application documents for the first 
university are 75,00 EUR. The fees for each additional application to a further university 
within the same semester are 15,00 EUR. When applying directly at the university, the 
application fee depends on university internal regulations. While when applying through the 
Trust for Admission to Higher Education (TAHE) there is no application fee charged to 
applicants. 
 
If applying directly at the university some universities charge for reviewing the application 
and supplementary documents. 
 
21. How do I know my application shipment arrived at university or uni-assist? 
An e-mail confirming the receipt of the application shipment will be sent to the applicant 
from the university and Uni-ASSIST. 
 
22. When applying with TAHE, can I search for specific courses? 
Searching for specific courses when applying through TAHE portal is possible. To search you 
entered in “Higher education institution” field, at least two consecutive characters of HEI or 
at least two consecutive characters in the field “Subject”. If you want to have a limited search 
result, you use a combination search of both fields. 

You can search for specific courses offered. Enter at least two consecutive characters of the 
higher education institution´s name in the "Higher education institution" field or at least two 
consecutive characters of the subject´s name in the "Subject" field. You can narrow your 
search results by using both search fields simultaneously. Using this search function there 
will only be shown results to you that contain both search terms. 

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/datenbank/en/21148-scholarship-database/?status=&origin=&subjectGrps=&daad=&q=&page=1&back=1
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By entering more than one term in the "Higher education institution" or "Subject" fields, all 
search terms will be searched together. Only results that contain the search terms from the 
"Higher education institution" and "Subject" will be shown. An example of a relevant search 
would be "Humboldt Universität Berlin" + "Psychologie". Please do not use any 
abbreviations such as "HU Berlin" in the search. 

By clicking the "Search" button, only results that correspond to the search terms will be 
shown. 

If no courses offered are available for the search terms, you will receive the following 
message: "There are no results". Please change your search terms or select the "Show all" 
search link. By clicking the "Show all" button, all courses offered for a selected service 
procedure will be displayed. 

23. Does my university application documents need to be in original form of 
copy? 

Documents need to be authenticated copies, not originals.  
 
24. What are the financial requirements for the student visa? 
You will need to show that you have 659 € for each of the first twelve months of your stay in 
Germany. (7.908 Euros in total) 
 
25. Is there any age limitation to study in HEI in Germany? 
No, no age limitation is applied. Any foreign interested to study in Germany can be an 
eligible applicant if meets the set preconditions to enter HESs in Germany. 
 
26. Can I take my health insurance after I arrive in Germany? 
It is an obligatory requirement to have your health insurance covered for the three first 
months of stay in Germany. Afterwards you need to cover health insurance for the rest of 
your stay. 
 
27. As a foreign student can I travel to other Schengen zone countries without 

any permission? 
You can travel and stay in other countries for up to 3 months, or 90 days. 
 
28. Which is the right photo format for university application? 
It is a passport size. Check this link to get the information on the photo format and which are 
the format and position limitations  
 
29. Where can I access a Glossary of German HEIs? 
There is an official publication Glossary on Education – Institutions, Examinations, 
Qualifications, Titles and other Specialist Terms, available online here, which can help you 
better understand all the German Higher education terms explained in English. 
  

http://www.pakistan.diplo.de/contentblob/2440386/Daten/178573/Photos_Samples.pdf
http://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/doc/Dokumentation/Glossary_dt_engl.pdf
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Study in Germany: Essential Guide To 

Studying In Germany For Free 
 

We have created this Study in Germany guide to help international students 

increase their chances of getting admitted at a Germany university, learn more 

about the requirements for international students, and best prepare 

themselves for studying and living in Germany. 

 

This guide covers all the stages you need to go through and the actions you 

need to take – from the early information gathering, preparatory stage to 

graduation and staying in Germany after your studies – so you can make your 

dream of studying and living in Germany a reality. 

 

In this guide you’ll find answers to: 

 

 What is the real cost of studying in Germany and do 

universities really offer free-tuition education for international students… 

 Do you have to speak German fluently (and start taking language 

courses in your home country) to study in Germany or can you study 

in English language as well… 

 What are the main requirements to study in Germany, how to increase 

your chances of admission at a German university, and where to look 

for scholarship opportunities… 

 What are the best cities in Germany to study and live in, that are not just 

interesting and fun, but also have a low cost of living and are great 

for international students… 

 What are the most in demand and urgently needed professionals in 

Germany, in case you’re thinking of staying in Germany after you 

graduate and landing a well-paid job… 

 And a lot more inside… 


